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Budget concerns
influence personnel
KATHERINE DAVIS & TYLER EAGLE
Campus Editor & Editor-in-Chief
IN AN EFFORT to reduce a potential

budget shortfall, seven full-time
and three part-time staff members from several departments
were terminated Aug. 21–25,
according to an emailed statement from Steve Kauffman, senior director of public relations.
The terminations are the latest
in a slew of employment changes
at the college which have included hires and departures from the
top administration at the college.
In a statement released to The
Chronicle on Aug. 25, Stan Wearden,
senior vice president and provost,
said the staff reductions were in
reaction to an analysis on how to
best utilize student tuition dollars.
“While it is always difficult to
lose personnel, after a careful
review of operations across the

college, it was evident a modest
realignment would enhance efficiencies which in turn enables the
college to better serve our students,”
Wearden said in the statement.
President Kwang-Wu Kim also
said the staff reductions are part of
the college’s ongoing effort to be fiscally efficient. He said the college is
focusing on using its resources responsibly, which is influencing how
the college is assessing its expenditures and employment decisions.
“Some of this is about right sizing
and some of it is about bringing new
experience and new skill,” Kim said.
“It’s really a combination of those
two directions that characterize
all of the various personnel things
that are going on at Columbia.”
The United Staff of Columbia
College, the college’s staff union,
released an Aug. 28 statement to

xx SEE EMPLOYEES, PG. 12

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
President Kwang-Wu Kim and several members of his newly-appointed cabinet attended New Student Convocation on Aug. 29 (see pg. 3). During the
summer-break, a number of appointments, resignations and terminations occurred as the college pursues an equitable financial plan.

Classes not in session

KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor

A NEW COLLEGE-WIDE policy was

implemented July 16 to close
sections of classes that did not
reach an enrollment of 60 percent of maximum class size
weeks before registration closed.
Stan Wearden, senior vice
president and provost, sent out
a college-wide email July 16 announcing a directive to department
chairs to combine and close sections to alleviate potential budget
concerns. According to Wearden,
80 percent of returning and incoming students had registered
for the fall semester when the directive was issued, which he said
indicated it was appropriate to begin thinning out course offerings.
Wearden originally said that the
college faced a large budget deficit
in a July 16 email, but later said in
an interview with The Chronicle
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Distant
sirens
South Side residents
face delayed 9-1-1
response

JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
ON AUG. 9, 24-year-old Jessica

that the college does not actually face a deficit but is attempting to avoid one next year by creating an equitable financial plan.
“We are coming forward to the

New students invade Grant Park • PAGE 3

Board [of Trustees] with a balanced budget,” Wearden said.
“We’re projecting that at the end of
the year, we won’t have spent any
more money than we brought in.”

Solar power clear as day • PAGE 16

According to Pegeen Quinn, the
assistant provost, seven percent of
class sections were closed across

Williams had to wedge her body
between a bed and a wall to shield
herself from bullets that were
being fired into her home on the
500 block of East 109th Street.
Williams, paralyzed from the
waist down, was stuck and unable
to move. She called 9-1-1 at 9:05
p.m. However, responders did not
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New administrators,
new outlook
WHILE NEW STUDENTS are entering
Columbia to begin their college
careers this semester, so are many
new upper-level administrators.
Following months of searches, President Kwang-Wu Kim’s
cabinet is robust with individuals
filling positions that have long
been vacant, such as the provost’s,
or marred by frequent changeovers, such as the Chief Financial
Officer’s. (See the front page story
regarding employment for a more
complete picture.)
The new higher-ups join the
college at a time when Columbia’s
finances will occupy much of
their attention. In an effort to be
more fiscally conservative, Stan
Wearden, senior vice president and
provost, issued a directive to chairs
in late July to close or condense
classes that failed to reach 60 percent enrollment, resulting in 7 percent of all classes being canceled.
Despite Wearden’s reassurances
to The Chronicle that the cuts are
preemptive to avoid a deficit next
year, his actions have inadvertently created a bleak outlook on the
college’s future.
If the college is striving to cut
costs a year before a potential
budget shortfall—rumored to be $8
million—that is admirable, but the
administration needs to be more

transparent with the student body
about the college’s finances.
The appointments of Michelle Gates as the new CFO and
Jonathan Stern as the new vice
president of Development are
particularly welcome because
Kim has said that the college will
focus on generating revenue from
fundraising.
As reported May 5 by The
Chronicle, Columbia has a $3
return on every $1 it invests in
raising funds. While the return is
average among comparable private
liberal art colleges, it is paltry compared to the $7 return Northwestern University receives on every
dollar it invests in fundraising.
Having had the opportunity to
talk with Kim and Dayle Matchett,
Kim’s chief of staff, I am confident
that the addition of new members
to his cabinet will allow Kim to
spend more time attracting new
donors to the institution.
Kim’s attention was too fragmented by acting as provost, CFO
and head of the new Development
Department, in addition to his role
as president. He and his new staff
can explore alternative ways to
tighten budgets while mitigating
the impact on students.
Rather than wielding enrollment numbers as a tool to de-
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termine a program’s budget, the
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Convocation 2014 introduces transparent administrators
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor
NEW STUDENT CONVOCATION, an annual

event in Grant Park that introduces
incoming students to the college,
began on Aug. 29 with a giant selfie spearheaded by Mark Kelly, vice
president of Student Success.
In addition to expanding the college’s social media presence, other
traditions like Kelly’s “Hell Yeah”
liturgy and an address from the Student Government Association took
place. President Kwang-Wu Kim,
who is entering his second year
at the college, addressed students
and detailed his expectations for
the year.
Because Convocation is one of
the first times new students are integrated with the rest of the student
body, Kim said it is a symbolic moment that connects students and
introduces the administration.
“Convocation is the moment
when it all becomes real in some
ways,” Kim said. “It’s that first
step of joining and being part of
a community.”
Kim said his entire cabinet,
which includes Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost,
Dayle Matchett, chief of staff, Jonathan Stern, vice president of Development and Michelle Gates, vice
president of Business Affairs, were
present at Convocation in an effort
to show incoming students that
they intend to be accessible.
“It makes the student feel much
more validated,” Kim said. “It
makes them feel like their experience and what’s important to them
is actually valued.”
Wearden encouraged students
to get to know their faculty and
staff and said how excited he was
to begin his first academic year at
the college.
“I’m a freshman, too,” Wearden
said. “So, let’s do this together.”
Kim said when the administration interacts with students, it
helps them better understand what
students want and need. He said the
time he spent interacting with students last academic year allowed
him to connect to the campus.
“It’s my interaction with our students that keeps me excited and
enthusiastic, even when things are
tough,” Kim said. “I want to be the
president who is known as really doing what I can to be there for
our students.”
Kim said he wants to introduce
his cabinet to the same experiences this year because many of them
are new to the college as well. He
said he especially wants Wearden

Carolina Sánchez, Lou Foglia and Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
In clockwise order: 1. Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, takes a selfie with incoming students at Convocation. 2. Students make bubble art at the International Student Organization booth.
3. Students dance to live music before the administration addresses the student body. 4. Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success, juggles balls.

Convocation is the moment when it all becomes real.
It’s that first step of joining and being part of a community.
It makes the student feel much more validated. ”
– President Kwang-Wu Kim

to reach out and interact with students because his duties as provost require it. He added that there
should be ongoing collaboration.
“I want to make sure Dr. Wearden
has lots of opportunities to see
what I see and really interact with
students,” Kim said. “I know he
was excited about the New Student Convocation because it’s
another first experience for him
at Columbia.”

According to Kelly, the incoming class is approximately 2,600
students and is the strongest class
that has ever entered Columbia,
which he said is measured by academic accomplishments and
creative practice.
“If our students grab all the resources we make available, if they
take the inspiration, if they go hard,
then it will be an incredible journey
for them,” Kelly said.

Kelly said it is imperative for
students to attend convocation because it is one of the only events of
the year where Columbia students
come together in large numbers
and interact directly with the faculty, administration and staff, and
that the “Hell Yeah” liturgy is an extension of that.
“There’s no other event that captures that power and potential like
the New Student Convocation,”

Kelly said. “It’s all framed by the
city skyline in majestic Grant Park
and it’s a pretty powerful moment.”
Nathan Polk, a freshman advertising major, said he enjoyed Convocation because the energy from
the administrators and the students
was so positive.
“It’s so awesome,” Polk said. “The
“Hell Yeah” [liturgy] was so fun.”
Sarah Fassett, a freshman business & entrepreneurship major,
said she chose to attend the college
because she wanted to be in a community that fosters collaboration.
“It’s awesome to feel included as
part of a community,” Fassett said.
“I’ve been to other colleges and it’s
never been anything like this.”
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
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Students encourage
arts on campus
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor
WHILE THE SOUTH Loop has always
been architecturally distinguished,
public art spaces have been in short
supply. Columbia is changing that
through an effort to boost the art
presence on campus and the surrounding community, by offering
space to display student work on
campus buildings and throughout
the South Loop.
Mark Kelly, vice president of student success, said Columbia’s student body has a lot of influence on
the look and vibe of the South Loop.
“What’s so encouraging is to see
the Columbia campus grow and
begin to define this entire district,”
Kelly said. “We have about 10,000
students in creative practice, and
we’re moving beyond the boundaries or the demarcations of the
individual buildings and creating
a sense of a campus supporting a
creative community.”
Kelly said the presence and power of the Wabash Arts Corridor—
Columbia’s art-driven initiative
to utilize open spaces on campus
such as the side of building walls,
vacant lots or empty storefronts
on Wabash—and projects like the
portraits shot by alumni that are

displayed outside the Hilton Hotel
solidify Columbia’s involvement in
an art surge within the South Loop.
“What we’re seeing is tremendous momentum begin to develop
for the Wabash Arts Corridor,” Kelly said. “This experiential learning
that we offer our students is already
in many ways getting pushed beyond the classroom. We’re pushing
it into the entire South Loop.”
Kelly said Columbia students
have shown great interest in making their mark in the South Loop
and leaving a lasting impression
even beyond their academic careers, adding that the interest is
moving the South Loop in the right
direction, a more arts-based area.
“I would imagine over the next
couple of years we will see more
student and alumni work begin to
come to life, grace the buildings and
the sidewalks of this district and
when you come down the street,
you know immediately that you’re
in this community steeped in creative practice,” Kelly said.
Neysa Page-Lieberman, director
of the Department of Exhibition &
Performance, said Columbia’s presence in the South Loop has transformed the community in many
ways. Having the creative youth
and staff of an arts school attracts a

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
In an effort to increase the amount of student art showcased on campus and throughout the South Loop, Columbia is displaying student work in the Papermaker’s Garden,
754 S. Wabash Ave., which is home to various student-produced papier mâché designs, sculptures, paintings and live performances.

wide variety of industries and new
interest into The South Loop that
otherwise may have been missed
out on, Page-Lieberman said.
“Arts are always tied to the development of areas,” Page-Lieberman
said. “Our presence is leading the
way for the furthering of creativity, and the art in the South Loop
has provided an extraordinary
model for our neighbors, residents
and businesses.”
Columbia is aiming to continue
its presence within the South Loop
by adding new works of art throughout the area such as the “Moose
Bubble-Gum Bubble,” a photo of
a moose calmly blowing a bright
pink bubble created by Columbia

alumni Jacob Watts from his “We
Are Animals” collection, which is
scheduled to be displayed on the
south-facing side of Columbia’s 33
E. Congress Parkway building a few
weeks into the fall semester.
“Exposure to a variety of arts is
really crucial for education in any
discipline because it all comes back
to creativity,” Page-Lieberman said.
Aside from Columbia administrators, local businesses and professionals within the South Loop
are noticing the increased presence
of art and how college students are
contributing heavily.
Tristan Hummel, program manager and curator for the Chicago
Loop Alliance, a foundation that

works to promote and support artistic events and contributions to
the South Loop, said college students play a crucial role in shaping
the artistic atmosphere in the area.
“Columbia students expanding
their creative footprints is a logical way to create something that’s
pleasant to look at or interact with,”
Hummel said.
Columbia supports students’
visions by opening its facilities to
showcase those works in the wide
variety of galleries across campus, and the Wabash Arts Corridor
which is in complement to them,
Kelly said.
kholley@chroniclemail.com
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New SGA president shares vision
JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
SARA KALINOSKI, A native of the
Southwest Chicago suburb Oak
Forest and a sophomore science &
mathematics major, never planned
on being involved in politics. However, she will start her second year
at the college as the newly elected
president of the Student Government Association thanks to a vote
of confidence from her faculty
advisor. In the midst of painting,
selling portraits and preparing for
a trip to Florence, Italy next year,
she said she has exciting plans for
her position.
Kalinoski said she is looking forward to making positive changes
at Columbia and is thrilled to be a
voice for the student body.
“I’ve always had that political
‘fight for people’s rights’ [attitude],”
she said.
As president, she hopes to
educate the college community
about SGA and help foster collaboration throughout the college with changes to First-Year
Seminar and by working to garner more support for a student
center. Kalinoski said she also
hopes to make the college more
affordable by supporting a cap on
tuition increases, which SGA
advocated for last year. In addition
to addressing the college’s tuition,
she said she wants to work with
Michelle Gates, the Chief Financial
Officer and vice president of Business Affairs, to provide better budget transparency for students.
Kalinoski said she also
spearheaded an initiative last
year that encourages faculty to choose affordable textbook options for their courses.
After this measure was approved by
the Provost Council, her goal is to
work with faculty this fall to make
textbooks more affordable on a
college-wide level.
The Chronicle spoke with Kalinoski about her goals for SGA,
becoming president and how she
plans to capture the student voice.

THE CHRONICLE: What inspired you
to join SGA?
SARA KALINOSKI: Last year, I was
only a freshman, and I didn’t even
know about the Student Government Association until my department chair and major coordinator
nominated me to be the Science &
Mathematics [Department] senator. As soon as I got in, I was hooked.
I absolutely loved it. To really get
the students’ point of view across
6 • September 2, 2014

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Sara Kalinoski, a sophomore science & mathematics major, has been elected as this year’s Student Government Association president. Kalinoski said she has plans for capturing the student voice, fostering collaboration throughout the college, making Columbia more affordable for students and educating the college community about SGA.

and help make Columbia a better
place is just amazing. To be a part of
that made me want to be president
because I know we can do it if we all
come together.

Have you ever participated in student
government before?
I did in elementary school and middle school. Then, in high school, I
did a lot of volunteering work.

Is there anything you want to continue from last year?
Last year, we did some amazing
things that we want to continue.
We’re agreeing to continue the college-wide forums. Out of that, we
sparked sexual assault awareness,
so now we are a part of that community [effort]. We’re also trying to
push harder to have our syllabus include information on The Learning
Studio, the counseling services and
college Advising Center so students
know those resources exist.

How do you plan to accomplish your
goals for SGA this year?
Through college events like Weeks
of Welcome. We had that ice cream
social on Aug. 27, we will be partic-

ipating in Casino Royale and Fresh
Meet, and we had our booth at Convocation. We’re going to implement
more classroom visits this year.
It was a great success last year, so
we want to do more. We’re going to
continue working with the faculty,
staff and administration. Also, we
have our Facebook [page] and our
website to talk to more students so
we can educate them.

How are you going to stay objective
while working with the student body
and administrators?
[By] gathering all of the information and still understanding that
we’re here to represent the student voice. We’re here to help create change, work together and be
that liaison with information from
students and faculty. I’m a very
objective person, but as student government, we’re here for
the students.

How are you going to elicit feedback
from students to capture and respond
to the student voice?
Through classroom visits, college-wide forums and word of
mouth. Like I said before, we want
to implement more class room

visits. Those visits also help SGA
understand students and help
collaboration happen.

What are some things that surprised
you about your position as president?
I wouldn’t necessarily say I was
surprised but more impressed with
how much of a relationship we are
able to have with faculty and students and how much say and influence we have. We’ve been able
to have so many opportunities, like
lobbying to cap the tuition increase
and our external relationships.
We are newly part of the Coalition
of Chicago Colleges, and our involvement with the Illinois Board
of Higher Education has really
impressed me.

What influenced your decision to
study at Columbia?
I chose Columbia because of the
concentration Arts & Materials
Conservation. Columbia is one
of only three undergraduate programs to offer this degree. There
has been a huge transition in the art
history world where you need the
chemistry background. I absolutely
love the program. I’m really happy
here at Columbia.

What is your favorite thing about attending Columbia?
The opportunities and the connections that you get to have here. Also,
being able to create your body of
work and really succeed. Plus, the
diversity of people. I am getting to
meet so many new people in Chicago. It’s just amazing.

What do you enjoy doing outside of
your work with SGA?
I’m an artist. I love to paint and
draw. I sell some portraits on my
own to people I’ve met. I do a lot
of portraits and contemporary art,
too. That’s my passion.

What are you most excited about for
this year?
We have such a great working
relationship with the president’s
office, the administration and with
the students. I’m really excited to
accomplish things. I want to capture the student voice and build
a sense of community within the
school. I’m also looking forward to
all students being able to live what
they love.
jboylen@chroniclemail.com

September 2, 2014 • 7

Campus

Campus

Dance Department professor retires after 38 years
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
A FA MILI A R FACE in the Dance

Department will be absent when
classes start. Richard Woodbury,
associate professor and former associate chair of the Dance
Department, announced his retirement Aug. 20 after 38 years of service at Columbia.
“I decided that for the next
20 years of my professional life,
I wanted to do something else,”
Woodbury said.
Woodbury moved to Chicago and
joined Columbia as a faculty member in 1976 and served as the associate chair of the Dance Department
from 1986–2006.
“For years I was the associate
chair of the Dance Department, and
I really feel that I had the privilege
of serving incredible chairs and faculty members,” Woodbury said.
He said he has always had a focus
on composition and sound design,
which is what he plans to work on
for the next year as he helps compose and design eight major productions for four different theaters.
“It’s not about doing something
different, it’s about something I’ve
always done but now I’m doing that
exclusively and full-time with a
renewed focus to relax into doing
one thing,” Woodbury said.
Although he is excited to tackle
new challenges, Woodbury said he
will miss Columbia’s unique identity and connecting with students.

“It’s just so much give and
take with students and so much
richness in the relationships,
watching people develop and
grow over the years they’re with
us,” Woodbury said. “I will miss
that, absolutely.”
He will be working on the production of “The Night Alive” at
the Steppenwolf Theatre, 1650 N.
Halsted St., from Sept. 18 through
Nov. 16. Woodbury described the
show as a funny and moving family
drama. “The Night Alive” is set in
Dublin and focuses on a young man
called Tommy and his friend Doc.
Onye Ozuzu, chair of the Dance
Department, said Woodbury was
instrumental in the growth and
development of the department.
“Richard has been a tremendous
member, leader and contributor
to the Dance Department and the
college for 38 years,” Ozuzu said.
“Richard has also been active across
the college serving at one time or
another on virtually every possible
college committee.”
Ozuzu said Woodbury chaired the
Faculty Handbook Committee, was
one of the authors of the Faculty
Senate bylaws and served as senator during the first two years of
the Senate’s existence. She said she
admires his talent and ability to
interact with people. Being a part of
the Senate and having that influence
and experience is one of Woodbury’s
proudest accomplishments, he said.
“His combination of ever-evolving artistic drive, innovation and

COURTESY Jim Gingras
Richard Woodbury, associate professor and former associate chair of the Dance Department, is retiring from Columbia after 38 years. He is leaving the college to pursue
endeavors in his primary focus of composition and sound design. The first production he will work on is “The Night Alive” at Steppenwolf Theatre, starting Sept. 18.

productivity along with formidable
administrative, organizational and
visionary skill are woven deep into
the structure of our institution,”
Ozuzu said.
Woodbury’s career began at
Mordine & Company Dance
Theater, 1016 N. Dearborn St. He
said, along with the Goodman

Theatre, the theater is his home.
Shirley Mordine, former Dance
Department chair and founder and
artistic/executive director of the
theater, said she enjoyed working
with Woodbury.
“He is wonderfully intelligent
and cooperative,” Mordine said.
“He’s a wonderful teacher, excellent

composer and excellent administrator. He’s multi-talented.”
A reception will be held in
Woodbury’s honor Sept. 6 at 4
p.m. at the Dance Center, 1306 S.
Michigan Ave. Faculty and students
can RSVP online.
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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Development slow on Media
Communications Department
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
FACULTY AND STAFF members have

been meeting throughout the summer to discuss the merging of three
of Columbia’s departments.
As reported Feb. 13 by The
Chronicle, the journalism, public
relations and advertising programs
will merge to create one uniform
department comprised of the programs’ faculty, staff and students.
While undergraduate enrollment
numbers remain unofficial until
registration closes, there are currently 351 journalism students and
a combined 351 public relations
and advertising students enrolled
for the fall semester, according to
Leonard Strazewski, interim chair
of the Journalism Department.
Strazewski said that a task force
was assembled to discuss how the
Journalism Department and the
public relations and advertising
programs from the now-defunct
Marketing Communications Department will begin to merge. He
said there will be no curricular revisions for the Fall 2014 semester.
“The [three] programs have not
changed,” Strazewski said. “Everything the task force has focused on
is for general administration.”

He said the task force is discussing an idea to revise the programs
in the new department, but any
possible changes will not occur
during the fall semester.
“There is hope and belief that
there could be some cool things and
that [the task force] can move [the
departments] together, but there
has been no real in-depth curriculum discussion,” Strazewski said.
Robin Bargar, dean of the School
of Media Arts, said there have been
informal opportunities mentioned
for students to take more elective
credits in other fields, but nothing
has been decided. The electives
would benefit a student’s major
but would not be considered a met
requirement. He also said current
students’ graduation requirements
or program title would not be affected by the merger.
“I don’t think the existing majors
would be [completely] different or
radically changed,” Bargar said.
The merged department has a
tentative title of Media Communications, but as the task force continues to have meetings during the
next year, the name is subject to
change, Bargar said.
He said the current departments
will not see a difference in learning outcomes, but will experience

social ones as students and faculty
from the three similar fields converge into one department.
“The general goal is to create relationships for students that they
will find and meet in the real world,”
Bargar said.
He said journalism students
seem too isolated from the business
side of other departments and programs and said moving public relations and advertising students to
the 33 E. Congress Parkway Building, where the Journalism Department is located, or moving journalism students to 624 S. Michigan
Ave., where the Marketing Communication Department was located,
has been a topic of discussion.
“There’s no immediate, imminent, clear plan to [move departments around in buildings],” Bargar
said. “There is just discussion about
how that may be done in the future.”
Kacy Galisdorfer, a junior public
relations major and journalism minor, said she is not too clear on what
changes will take place, but she has
a positive outlook on the merger of
the departments.
Galisdorfer said the Marketing
Communications, especially public relations, and the Journalism
departments should be moved
into one building, adding that it
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would be more convenient to foster collaboration and create a better general understanding of the
two different businesses and how
they work as a cohesive unit in the
professional world.
“I think it’s a great idea,” Galisdorfer said. “Public relations and
journalism kind of go hand-in-hand
because both deal with writing.”
Kyle Kredt, a junior journalism
major, said she is unsure of her feelings towards the merger.
Most students do not have a clear
grasp on how the merger is going
to affect the college or their future

career, but interest in what is next
has remained a topic of discussion
around campus, Kredt said.
“I find it interesting. [The announcement] caught me off guard
[at first] and I’m not sure if I’m for
it or against it,” Kredt said.
The risk of a shift in students’
graduation tracks seems to be the
main concern for Kredt.
“I don’t see a problem [with the
merger], but I’m not sure how it’s
going to work out in the future,”
she said.
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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College eases transfer process with IAI
JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
WITH THE DECLINE of transfer stu-

dent enrollment in recent years
exceeding the decline in new
freshmen enrollment, Columbia’s
administration is implementing
transfer-friendly policies. Effective this semester, the school has
joined the Illinois Articulation
Initiative, making transferring
to Columbia from other Illinois
institutions easier.
The college’s goal is to attract
more transfer students and improve services for them, particularly those transferring from other instate colleges, a group that accounts
for 57 percent of new transfer students, according to Keri Walters,
assistant dean of faculty advising
for the school of Fine and Performing Arts.
Walters said Columbia is one of
more than 100 colleges that belong
to the IAI and the college’s participation in the program means students will not need to change their
graduation plan if they decide to
transfer. Students are transferring
general education as a package,
she said.
Although Columbia’s LAS Core
classes are different from standard
general education courses at other colleges, students transferring

from other IAI institutions will
not have to complete all of Columbia’s LAS Core classes except for its
U.S. Pluralism, Global Awareness,
2000-level and Writing Intensive
requirements, she said. As long as
students have completed an associate’s degree, 30 transferable credits or the general core curriculum
package at their colleges, they will
not have to backtrack when transferring to Columbia, Walters said.
Despite changing her major
from fashion studies to journalism, incoming junior Anna Zielinski said she found the transfer
process to be simple. She was
able to transfer 62 credits to the
college from Harper College in
suburban Palatine to Columbia.
“I actually ended up transferring
my full associate’s degree,” Zielinski said. “Columbia made everything
a lot easier, and there were always
people to talk to and ask questions.”
Walters said another goal of
the initiative is to foster relationships with other participating colleges to ensure that students can
easily understand which courses
are transferable from the start.
“A lot of the transfer initiative
is about being clear with students about what will transfer and
what won’t up front, which didn’t
necessarily happen in the past,”
Walters said.

Walters said Columbia will be
launching a new transfer section
on its website so information that
students need is readily available
and all in one place. The college
also purchased a software program called Transferology, formally called U.Select, which allows
students to see how credits will
transfer to Columbia from other
colleges, she said. Walters added
that this resource will also be helpful for continuing students wishing
to complete credits at a community college that can be applied to a
Columbia degree.
Since appointing Sherry Anton
as associate director of Transfer
Student Recruitment and later
hiring two transfer specialists in
April, the college’s admissions and
academic departments are working hard to reach out to prospective students according to Walters.
College advisors are also trained
in transfer procedures so they
can play a larger part in their student’s success, Walters said, adding that students are encouraged to
utilize them.
Columbia is anticipating approximately 300 new transfer students
this fall, according to Walters. However, after the 2013 policy change
on how transfer students are counted, this figure will only include students coming to Columbia with 15
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or more credits. This means there
may be many more students entering with college credit through the
Illinois Articulation Initiative.
Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, said the change
in defining transfer students is not
the reason for the recent decline
in transfer enrollment. Although
Columbia has experienced declining enrollment across the college,
transfer students have not been a
priority at the college until now,
he said.
“It took us a while to figure out
the value of transfer students,”
Wearden said. “There’s been
a change in the very nature of
transfer students, and to realize

that, we need to make ourselves a
welcoming environment.”
Wearden said the new policy
is affecting students directly because it allows students to transfer to Columbia and have assurance their credits will count in
meaningful ways.
“We want transfer students to
know that we value them here,”
Wearden said. “We understand that
the nature of transfer students has
changed a lot over the last 10 years
and we recognize that there are a lot
of really well prepared, high-performing students whom we’d love
to welcome here.”
jboylen@chroniclemail.com
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Selectivity doesn’t explain
college graduation rates
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor

www.SportClips.com/IL205

A study published in the Aug. 6 American
Educational Research Journal found that a
college’s or university’s selectivity has a limited effect on students’ chances of graduating.
The study, “College Selectivity and Degree
Completion,” by Scott Heil and Paul Attewell
of the City University of New York and Liza
Reisel of Oslo, Norway’s institute of Social
Research, analyzed data obtained from a
study of 12,000 college students followed
from 1996-2001.
“Our analysis shows that for an individual, the net effect of moving from a lower to
middle tier school, or from a middle to an upper tier school is so small as to be almost unmeasurable,” the article said. The study also
found no support for the theory that overmatched students—those attending institutions in which many have stronger academic
credentials—are less likely to graduate.
However, “differences in graduation rates
are largely driven by the composition of the
student body and secondarily by tuition cost,”
the study noted. Possible explanations, according to the authors, are that higher tuition
may be associated with better academic support systems and may also prompt students
to take school more seriously.
Stan Wearden, Columbia’s senior vice
president and provost, said it is important for
students to choose a college that suits their
interests, rather than just pursuing the most
selective school they can find in order to ensure positive progression.
“I think taking a look at things like auditions and portfolio review would probably
give us a much better indicator of the probability of success here than some of the standard measures that might be used by a comprehensive state university,” Wearden said.
Collegiate institutions have an inherent

obligation to recruit students who have a high
likelihood of actually completing a degree at
their school, Wearden said.
He added that colleges may be able to do
better by identifying what that means for
their institution and being selective according to those categories. However, basing a
student’s potential productivity in college
exclusively on test scores or high school GPA
alone is a poor policy, he said.
DeAndre’ Berry, a senior cinema art + science major, said proximity played a prominent role in his choice to attend Columbia.
However, Berry said he had a clear idea on
what he would define as success and how that
translated to the institution he chose.
“Success is measured by how much you
have done at Columbia before you even graduate,” Berry said. “There are a lot of people
who go to this school and just graduate with
no connections, without doing any work and
without coming up with their own work.”
Berry said he was positively received by
many of the students and staff in his department. That assured him he was truly in the
right place.
“If the person doesn’t feel welcomed or
comfortable, then that school means nothing,” Berry said.
Paris Hipps, a junior television major, said
the college encourages expanding the ways of
thinking and embracing the social diversities
the institution offers, which was one of her
deciding factors.
“Columbia students need to take initiative
in order to be successful at Columbia,” she
said. “There are people from different walks
of life here. They practice different things in
their life, they go by different sexual orientations, and they’re from different ethic groups.
The culture of Columbia’s collective student
body better prepares the student for life.”
kholley@chroniclemail.com
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Although Columbia does not have a high retention or graduation rate, a new study from the American Educational Reasearch Association
found that those rates do not directly predict whether a particular institution’s students will be successful.
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The Chronicle announcing that
the union had been informed that
the cuts were a result of budget
concerns. The union has had several meetings with the college since
Aug. 28 to discuss these layoffs.
“The union expressed concerns
that the cuts—once again—predominately impact Columbia staff
members, and that the union is not
aware of any effort by the Columbia administration to chop from
the top—that is, to start the budget
cutting by eliminating high-end
administrative and academic positions,” the statement read.
The union plans to request a
meeting with Kim to discuss concerns about possible staff eliminations in the future, according to
the statement. The statement also
said that the union wants to see
more reductions on the administrative level to balance out the number
of layoffs throughout the college.
In other employment news, Mark
Kelly, previously known as the vice
president of Student Affairs, will
now serve as the vice president
of Student Success. Kelly said although his title has changed, the
purpose of his department remains
the same.
Kelly said his new responsibilities include collaborating more
with administrators, faculty and
staff to ensure students are graduating on time. He will continue
to oversee events such as Manifest and the Wabash Arts Corridor

Crawl despite his new role carrying
more responsibility.
“It’s very exciting because now
[my position] is about partnerships that make sure our students
succeed, grow, graduate and are
employed,” Kelly said. “Student
Success [entails] more of a college-wide commitment.”
The summer break saw the successful conclusion of several administrative searches throughout
the college, including the appointment of Michelle Gates as the college’s chief financial officer and Jon
Stern as the vice president of Development. Kim said he is confident
with his new cabinet in place and
their ability to raise funds.
“As I start to bring in people with
this level of skill and experience,
I can really turn over all of these
pieces directly to them, so that I can
be focused on the next stage of my
work for Columbia,” Kim said.
Two high-ranking administrators also departed from the college
during the summer months. Diane
Doyne, associate vice president of
Marketing and Communications,
resigned from her position July 17,
and Warren Chapman, senior vice
president, left the college July 31.
Chapman recently served as the
interim vice president of Development while the college conducted
a national search and restructured
the now-defunct office of Institutional Advancement into the department of Development, the office dedicated to fundraising.
The college’s ability to fundraise
was hampered by the Jan. 15 de-

parture of Patrick Sheahan, former
vice president of Institutional Advancement, four months after his
appointment and the Feb. 28 staff
reductions of more than half of the
office’s employees.
Doyne’s responsibilities included overseeing the college’s communications practices and taking part
in the college’s 2013 research-based
image campaign that spawned the
slogans “Live What You Love” and
“Create Your Career,” both of which
were featured in various college
recruitment advertisements displayed across Chicago.
Doyne’s departure was preceded
by the July 7 announcement that
Anne-Marie St. Germaine would
serve as interim vice president of
Marketing and Communications,
a position only distinguished from
Doyne’s by the lack of an associate designation, while the college
conducts a national search to fill
the position.
St. Germaine is currently the
managing director of Resolute
Consulting, a firm with which Columbia has a prior relationship. As
reported May 12 by The Chronicle, Resolute Consulting, along
with Huron Consulting Group
Inc., are in the midst of examining
the college’s communication and
business practices.
Robert Koverman, associate vice
president of Safety and Security,
also announced his intent to retire
at the end of January 2015.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
teagle@chroniclemail.com
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the college. She said although some
departments saw more closures
than usual, the overall percentage
was lower than last year.
“There was a push to be more efficient with our courses and tighten
things up in response to enrollment
numbers,” Quinn said.
Quinn said the Creative Writing
Department had 19 percent of its
sections closed, making it the most
affected department this semester.
The Interactive Arts & Media
and the English Department closed
11 percent of their sections while
the Humanities, History & Social
Sciences, American Sign Language
and the Art + Design departments
canceled 10 percent of their sections, she said.
Wearden said he could not confirm whether any senior students’
graduation schedules were affected
by the cancellations, but if students
are unable to meet requirements,
they should contact the department chair to discuss the possibility of reopening a section or substituting another course for the
same credit.
Wearden said canceled sections
resulting in an entire class not being offered occurred minimally. Of
those, he said many will run in the
spring semester.
Matthew Shenoda, interim chair
and an associate professor in the
Creative Writing Department, said
his department is running 14 more
sections this fall than in the Fall

2013 semester despite his department’s cancellations.
“We need to be able to provide
students with options but not have
to run courses where there’s only a
handful of people,” Shenoda said.
Tim Cozzens, interim chair of the
A+D Department, said although the
policy has been routinely practiced
by the college, it has never been
practiced with defined numbers.
“Many years ago it wasn’t even
a policy—it was just a working assumption that if a class had about
half of the enrollment, it might
[not] run,” Cozzens said.
Steven Corey, chair of the HHSS
Department, said 23 sections were
closed in his department this fall.
Corey said HHSS will be monitoring the college’s overall enrollment, adding that sections were
closed because the department inaccurately anticipated enrollment
for the fall semester.
“I based [course offerings] on understanding we would have fewer
students this fall from last fall, but
I believe we have several hundred
less coming in than we expected,”
Corey said.
Alexandra Kozlowski, a junior
art + design major, said her French
II course was canceled in early
August, forcing her to find another
class that fulfilled the same credit.
“I was really disappointed in this
happening because I’m paying all
this money and I’m expecting to
take the classes I want [to take],”
Kozlowski said.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
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Infrared light highlights brain health
MAX GREEN

Assistant Sports & Health Editor
A NEW TECHNIQUE that employs infra-

is using at a specific moment to deal
with a specific situation.”
The ability of this new, noninvasive procedure to make measurements all over the head simultaneously could allow for researchers to
study how blood vessels are distributed throughout different regions of
the brain, which has not been done
before, Maclin said.
While the new research did not
include any specific measures of
stress, Fabiani said the likelihood
of developing neurological issues
later in life might be higher for people with stiffer arteries in the brain.
Kereshmeh Taravosh-Lahn, a Ph.
D. and post-doctoral fellow at the
University of California, Berkeley,
said chronic stress can change the
physical landscape of the brain
as well as effect its neurochemical makeup. Any type of stressor,
whether running away from a lion
or speaking in front of a crowd, can
activate something called the hypothalamic pituitary adrenal axis, she
said in an email.
Chemically, the only things that
the body differentiates among mental, emotional, physical or environmental stressors are the degree,
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red light to measure pulse pressure
and arterial stiffness in the brain
may also help illuminate connections between long-term brain
health and the effects of stress, aging and exercise.
“The way it works is we’re measuring different wavelengths of
light through tissue,” said Monica
Fabiani, professor of psychology at
the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign and a lead researcher
involved in the development of this
new technique.
She said one wavelength of light
measured oxygenated blood while
the other measured deoxygenated
blood in the arteries of the brain.
The team was able to account for
how much blood was in certain parts
of the brain by measuring the total
amount of light that shone through
and whether it was oxygenated or
deoxygenated by its color—red and
blue, respectively.
Researchers directed the infrared light through the eye to trigger
a response in the brain. They were

then able to measure the hemodynamic signal—how the blood flowed
through the arteries in response to
the trigger—to determine the pressure of the pulse and the stiffness of
the arteries.
“Generally speaking, stiffness
is not a good thing and elasticity is
good,” said Ed Maclin, a research
assistant professor at the Beckman
Institute at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign.
He said the elasticity in a blood
vessel hammers out and smoothes
the pulse pumped through the arteries by the heart, so by the time it
reaches the brain, it is a much more
continuous flow of blood.
As people age, certain factors
can influence whether or not the
arteries in the brain harden, Maclin
said. He said researchers have used
ultrasounds in the past to measure
the speed and direction of blood
flow, but that approach is limited to
only measuring one part of the brain
at a time.
“We think that we may be able
to measure things like dynamic
changes related to someone’s cognitive process,” Maclin said. “[That
is] what part of the brain someone

duration and type of stress, whether
chronic or acute, Taravosh-Lahn
said. Long-term chronic stress can
be damaging whereas acute stress
can be beneficial. Fabiani explained
that in a paper published April 7
in the journal Frontiers In Aging
Neuroscience, her team was able
to establish a correlation between
decreased blood flow to the brain
and diminished tissue. Aging and
lack of fitness tend to play against
one another in the brain. Aging
works to increase stiffness of the
arteries, and maintaining heart and
lung fitness can help work against
that. According to Fabiani, there
is research that suggests exercise

helps to decrease stress, which
could make maintaining fitness
even more beneficial as people age.
“There are a lot of changes that
occur in an aging brain,” Fabiani
said. Fabiani said that long-term
stress seems to create all sorts of
problems throughout the body,
including an increased likelihood of
developing heart and brain disease
as blood pressure and other markers
of wear and tear increase.
“People should exercise,” Fabiani
said. “It seems like staying physically fit makes a huge difference in
how the brain ages.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com

ALS ice bucket challenge continues to pour
CHRIS SHUTTLESWORTH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
AFTER BEING DIAGNOSED with amy-

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Moments after Alejandro Terrazas completed his ice bucket challenge, soccer teammate Jesus Marquez steps up.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 3

SATURDAY, SEPT. 6

otrophic lateral sclerosis in 2012,
former Boston College baseball
captain Pete Frates and several
friends introduced the ALS Ice
Bucket Challenge, a viral campaign
that has taken off nationwide.
The ALS Association, a nonprofit
dedicated to advocating for ALS
research, has since received millions in donations. As of Aug. 27, the
total is $94.3 million.
Social media platforms are
being filled with videos of people
taking the challenge, including
celebrities such as Oprah Winfrey,
athlete David Beckham and actor
Mark Wahlberg.
“We have never experienced this
level of visibility across the nation,”
said Julie M. Sharpe, executive
director for the ALS Association
Greater Chicago chapter.

The Ice Bucket Challenge consists of people being nominated to
either pour a bucket of water over
their head or make a $100 donation
to ALS research. Participants who
opt for the bucket of ice water take
a video of themselves fulfilling the
challenge, post it to social media and
then nominate a minimum of three
other people.
Alejandro Terrazas, a midfielder
for Roosevelt University’s soccer
team, and several of his friends
completed the challenge Aug. 20
outside of the Goodman Center, 501
S. Wabash Ave.
“The water was freezing, freezing
cold,” Terrazas said.
Maryilene Blondell, development
director for the ALS Association
Greater Chicago chapter, said she
thinks there are many reasons why
individuals have accepted this particular challenge.
“It’s fun, easy, free and it’s for a
worthy cause,” Blondell said.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 6

In addition to fundraising, the
challenge encourages people to educate themselves about ALS.
More than half a million individuals who donated to the association
and participated in the Ice Bucket
Challenge have learned more about
ALS and how it affects patients,
Sharpe said.
“We are thankful for everyone
who has been doused with ice water
and have donated to the fight against
ALS,” Sharpe said.
The Ice Bucket Challenge has
given the disease a visibility it has
never had. Before the viral campaign, the disease had little awareness, Sharpe said.
The ALS association ran a campaign in conjunction with the
75th anniversary of Lou Gehrig’s
“Luckiest Man Speech” from April
to July. It did well, but the amazing thing about the Ice Bucket

xx SEE ALS, PG. 17
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Cubs vs. Brewers

Roosevelt Men’s Soccer vs.
Clark University

Northwestern Football vs.
Northern Illinois

Bears vs. Bills

Time : 7:05 p.m.
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Time : 2 p.m.
Place : Toyota Park

Time : 2:30 p.m.
Place : Ryan Field

Time : Noon
Place : Soldier Field
Where to watch : FOX
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Renegades prepare for upcoming season
CHRIS SHUTTLESWORTH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
AS THE FALL 2014 semester begins,

the Renegades athletic organization plans to add more sports
teams, strengthen current teams
and increase student involvement
with new marketing strategies.
Mike Sempek, president of student athletics, said the Renegades
board will include Scott Wilson,
vice president of student athletics,
Michael Kutsick, lacrosse team
captain, and Ryan Miller, baseball
outfielder.
“I want to spread the word about
our athletics and let people know
that we do have them, even at an
art school such as Columbia,”
Sempek said.
The Renegades will become more
visible to the college community
through an increased online presence, by making the Renegades
more accessible on the college’s
website, as it has not been in the
past, Sempek said.
“When incoming freshmen are
looking on Columbia’s website for
sports they can’t find it,” Sempek
said. “So they end up thinking we
don’t have any at all.”
The Renegades will also be looking to partner with Frequency TV,
Columbia’s student-run television
network, along with the Television
and Cinema Art + Science departments so that upcoming sports

events are publicized, he said.
Sempek said there are several
sports that are not represented by
Renegades teams.
“We don’t have a basketball team
right now, but I know there is a lot
of interest for the sport at Columbia,” Sempek said.
Any student can start a team
as long as they have a captain and
committed players.
He or she must go through the
process of being recognized by Aldo
Guzman, director of student activities and leadership, submit the
recognition to the Renegades’ staff
and find a faculty member willing
to sponsor the team. If the group
meets all of the requirements,
they can become an official team,
Sempek said.
As the school year begins, the
Renegades teams will host tryouts
in preparation for the season.
Wilson said this year’s goal is to
allow people to stay active.
Sempek said one sport that he is
especially excited to see at Columbia is the lacrosse team.
“Baseball and volleyball are pretty much established,” Sempek said.
“Lacrosse is a team that is co-ed, so
it’s growing quickly.”
Kutsick said the lacrosse team
reestablished itself last year after
a hiatus of several years, but is now
preparing for the upcoming season.
“Starting a sports team at Columbia isn’t an easy task due to the

limited amount of funding from the
school,” Kutsick said.
He said any student can participate, but he or she must have dedication, ability and the mindset to
love and understand the game.
“The main goal is to get the team
trained and ready for the spring
season, which is when we will compete in a lacrosse club conference,”
Kutsick said.
The Renegades baseball team
will host tryouts on Sept. 6, 7, 13
and 14.
“We’re looking for players,”
said Corbin Merriman, baseball
team captain. “We want to recruit
students who want to get better
not only individually, but also as
a team.”
Merriman said it is rare to find
Columbia students who played
baseball in high school, but people
who played previously are likely to
make the team.
Merriman said he aims to win
the team’s division this season. The
baseball team is scheduled to play
the Notre Dame Fighting Irish in
three games straight during the
week of Sept. 29.
Columbia will host a free athletic game once a month with the
location to be determined. The
sports being played will include
dodgeball, basketball and more,
Sempek said.
cshuttlesworth@chroniclemail.com

TYLER VINEZEANO

Sport: Volleyball

Team/School: Columbia Renegades

FILE PHOTO

ABBAS HALEEM
Copy Editor
TYLER VINEZEANO, A senior cinema art

+ science major, has two passions:
volleyball and film. When he isn’t
editing clips of his latest project, he
is practicing for his next volleyball
game on the court at the Goodman
Center, 501 S. Wabash Ave.
The Rolling Meadows, Illinois,
native originally attended Indiana
University–Purdue University Fort
Wayne to study photography and
play for the school’s Division I volleyball team. Unsatisfied with his
program, he transferred to Columbia two years ago and became one of
the captains of the volleyball team
during his first semester.
The Chronicle spoke with Vinezeano about his transition from Division I volleyball to leading the
Renegades’ co-ed club volleyball
team and producing horror films in
the cinema art + science program.

THE CHRONICLE: Do you think co-ed
leagues are more or less competitive
than Division I?
TYLER VINEZEANO: If you com-

pare it to what I used to play, I
would say it’s less competitive, but
I would say it’s more fun because
you don’t have the stress of being in
a very competitive state. When I’m
playing with five other guys on the
court, I have to compete really hard
and win—not that I don’t do that
with co-ed, but for co-ed I feel a
little less stressed about being perfect in the game. And I like playing
with girls and whatnot. It’s a more
friendly and fun environment.

Is the Windy City Fieldhouse a competitive league?

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Jackie Robinson West Little League players came home to loud praise from the crowd at the U.S. Cellular Field during a parade on Aug. 23 after the U.S. Little League World Series.

This past year, we started making
two teams because of the amount
of people that we get so that everyone gets playing time. One team
is usually the more competitive
people, the people who’ve played
before and just still want to play
at a competitive level even though
they’re at an art school. The other
team is usually beginners or people we feel could use a little more
practice. What we usually do is put
them in two different leagues, one
more competitive than the other,
so they are playing at what we be-

lieve is the right competitive level
for them at the time. We do occasionally bring people up from the
other team and bring people down
so we have enough people during
our games because sometimes not
everyone can make it. We also keep
it at the same location if we can.
We try to do that so each team can
come support the other.

How has it been being able to practice at the Goodman Center?
It is a lot better than what we used
to do. We used to play at the sand
courts over at Grant Park, and that
was just a totally different feel going from that to court during our
games. It’s great that we get to play
indoors and practice on what we’re
actually playing on.

What are you looking forward to for
the upcoming season?
I know we’ll be getting a lot of new
players. I’m looking forward to the
two other captains I’m working
with succeeding me, meeting new
people and creating two new, successful teams.

What’s your favorite aspect about
film and video?
I prefer to be the camera person
and setting up the shot, so the director of photography. I know I
can do other stuff like editing, but
my main goal is to be the director
of photography. Back when I was
younger, I would always make films
with my brothers, my family and
friends on my off time. When I was
at [Indiana University Fort Wayne]
I was originally doing photography,
and then because I didn’t feel like
they had a strong program there, I
transferred over to Columbia.

Is volleyball part of your daily life, or
do you find it to be more of a recreational activity?
I would say volleyball is like my
second life. If I’m not doing movie
editing, filming and whatnot, volleyball is what I would rather be
doing. Volleyball is a big part of my
life, and I would like to continue
playing it until my death.
ahaleem@chroniclemail.com
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Redskins facing all-out blitz over ‘racist’ name
EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
THE WASHINGTON REDSKINS’ name has
been the subject of much debate in recent months, and everyone seems to
have an opinion about it.
Prominent sports figures such as
CBS color commentator and former
New York Giants quarterback Phil
Simms and NBC analyst and former
Indianapolis Colts Head Coach Tony
Dungy have said they will not use the
full name and will simply refer to the
team as “Washington.” The Washington Post has echoed those sentiments,
releasing a statement Aug. 22 announcing that it will no longer use the term
“Redskins” in its editorials. ESPN has
also weighed in on the issue by formally
issuing a press release stating that its
employees can choose whether or not
to use the name at their own discretion,
a first in the network’s 35-year history.
NFL Commissioner and Redskins
supporter Roger Goodell said at a preSuper Bowl press conference in January that the name is meant to honor
Native Americans.
Several Native American organizations disagree, calling the name racist
and offensive, including the American Indian Association of Illinois. Dr.
Dorene Wiese, president of the AIAI,
said she believes that the Redskins’
attempt to honor Native Americans
is misguided.
“How can they say that if we feel disgraced by it as American Indian people?” Wiese said. “How can they say

they are honoring us when we are sitting in front of them saying no, you are
not? That’s just a lack of reality.”
Phil Konstantin, journalist and author of the book “Native American History for Dummies” said he does not see
the problem as black and white.
“Most people have mascots [and]
they want something that’s fierce, warlike and powerful,” Konstantin said. “So
I could see how someone could mean
something like that as a form of respect
[toward Native Americans].”
Another argument from Redskins
supporters such as former Chicago
Bears Head Coach Mike Ditka is that
the team name should not be changed
because it is 80 years old.
“It’s been an issue since the white
contact in America,” Wiese said. “As
American Indian people, we have never
before had media power and the power
of the Internet and social media to complain about it.”
The Washington Redskins Senior
Vice President of communications
Tony Wyllie declined to comment.
The team has remained firm in its refusal to change the name, but Wilfredo
Cruz, associate professor of sociology
at Columbia, said he believes it is only
a matter of time until the team is forced
to give in.
“You just have to keep politically
pressuring them,” Cruz said. “People in
power don’t change overnight.”
On June 18, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office revoked the Redskins
trademark. The team faced a similar
challengew in 1999, but the U.S. PTO

Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE

ruled in favor of the Redskins. The
1999 victory has made Redskins’ owner
Daniel Snyder appear quite confident
in statements he has given of winning
an appeal in the recent ruling. The fact
that the Redskins are the NFL’s third
most valuable franchise, as reported
Aug. 20 by Forbes.com, might enable
them to keep the name.
Stan West, a Culture, Race and Media professor at Columbia who is also a
member of the Cherokee Nation, said
the name’s meaning may evoke different reactions this time around because
people are more aware.
“The population is more educated,”
West said. “The younger people are
more open-minded and would rather
not offend an innocent [person].”
West said the Redskins name needs

to change, regardless of any trademark
value it may have, out of respect for the
culture it offends.
“The times have changed, and so
should corporations who profit off of
mascoting people of color,” West said.
As controversial as the Redskins
name has been, they are not the only
team with a name or mascot that has
been deemed offensive. The Kansas
City Chiefs, Atlanta Braves and Cleveland Indians have all come under fire
in the past, and NCAA teams, such as
Stanford and the University of Illinois
have changed their mascots.
Stanford University changed its
mascot from an Indian to a tree after
Native Americans students spoke out
against it, and the student senate voted
the logo out in 1972. The University of

Illinois retired their “Chief Illiniwek”
mascot in 2007 after the NCAA cracked
down on all logos and names considered offensive to Native Americans.
However, if the Redskins name were
to be successfully overturned, it would
be the first time a professional team
has forcefully had its name changed.
Wiese said she thinks this may be just
the beginning for name revisions at the
professional level.
“The National American Indian Education Association, which is the largest
[such] organization in the country, has
come out against all [offensive] logos
and sports teams,” Wiese said. “Because
we know that it does harm our children,
and it does harm children in America.”

ediaz@chroniclemail.com

Arti Café
t
-SINCE 1961-

15% OFF
Mon - Thurs
Students, faculty, and staff
Void Friday - Sunday

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.939.7855
Sun.–Tues. 7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat. 7:30 –11 p.m.

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso
1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940

WE DELIVER!

8am - 8pm - Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps
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Harnessing solar power
through the looking glass
MAX GREEN		
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
RESEARCHERS FROM MICHIGAN State

University have developed a new
solar energy concentrator that, unlike previously constructed luminescent solar panels, does not tint
the color of the sunlight shining
through it.
An advantage of transparent solar technology is that, while less
efficient at its current stage of development, users will reduce the
load of lighting in their current
household or workplace, according
to Richard Lunt, professor of chemical engineering and materials science at Michigan State University.
“If you’re sitting in front of a window, one of the things you might notice is that the level of transparency
is very high,” Lunt said.
Lunt explained that while there
is a lot of energy in the visible part
of the light spectrum, the infrared
component not visible to the human eye actually makes up more
than two-thirds of sunlight. By
constructing a transparent concentrator specifically designed to pick
up only non-visible wavelengths of
light, the potential amount of electricity generated is only reduced by
one-third. This is because visible

light is allowed to pass through the
glass without being captured and
converted into electricity.
“If you consider covering a window with [opaque] photovoltaic
solar paneling, you’d be converting
light to energy at a loss,” Lunt said.
“You’d be using some of that power
to then power the lighting inside of
the home or office, whereas if you
made it transparent and let all of
the light shine through, you’d get
100 percent lighting efficiency.”
The trade-off between designing
buildings that use solar cell panels
instead of windows is that while
the opaque solar cell panels generate more energy, no natural light
passes through them, according to
Amanda Smeigh, program manager at the Solar Fuels Institute and a
Ph. D. in chemistry from Michigan
State University.
“Putting panels on windows
works, but then your window becomes a wall,” Smeigh said. “In one
regard you’re getting the best of
both worlds—still generating electricity, just not as much.”
Smeigh said this technology provides a good opportunity for offsetting electricity usage in practical
settings. For example, architects
might cover the roof of a skyscraper
in solar cells, which are more effi-

Courtesy YIMU ZHAO
By targeting only the non-visible portion of the solar spectrum, this prototype of the transparent luminescent solar concentrator allows daylight to shine through.

cient but are also limited to operating within a more confined space,
and use the transparent panels for
the windows.
“You have a larger area of windows [on a skyscraper], so I could
see it making a bigger difference in
generating electricity than if you
were to use only roof-mounted solar panels,” Smeigh said.
According to Lunt, solar concentrators have been around for many
years, the idea was first developed
in the 1970s. Lunt said the motivation driving the technology was the
high cost of solar cells, and finding
a method to direct light onto fewer
cells would be cost-effective. He explained that researchers embedded
a luminescent dye into inexpensive
sheeting in order to absorb the different colors of the solar spectrum.

The efficiency of his team’s
transparent technology is close to
one percent, but Lunt said they believe they can get it to at least five
percent, and optimally to seven percent with some additional design
work, making its efficiency competitive with that of the more unsightly colored luminescent concentrators. Currently, non-transparent
solar panels can reach a maximum
efficiency of 25.6 percent, according to the National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
“You wouldn’t want to operate
in a house with that kind of hideous orange or green light coming
through,” Smeigh said. “So the fact
that it’s colorless to the human eye
is a significant improvement.”
The U.S. has seen an exponential
increase in solar technology over

the last six years, according to Carly
Rixham, executive director of the
American Solar Energy Society.
“The categories of solar technology include thermal, passive, concentrators and electric, which solar
cells fall into,” Rixham said.
She explained that while one percent efficiency is not an impressive
number when compared to the 25.6
percent efficiency the National Renewable Energy Laboratory reports
can be obtained with photovoltaic
panels, the potential practical application makes the transparent
ones very valuable.
“In terms of efficiency, we can’t
keep moving the carrot,” Smeigh
said. “We can’t keep striving to hit
goals without implementing them.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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Fantasy football gets real
EDDIE DIAZ

Assistant Sports & Health Editor

FOR SOME, FOOTBALL is just a game.
To others, football is a lifestyle—
one that allows them the chance to
manage a team of players they have
never met.
Just days away from the start of
the 2014–2015 NFL season, fantasy
football fans are scrambling to put
together their teams.
Scott and Steve Miller are two of
those fans. Brothers and die-hard
football followers, the two have run
the Mill House North Side Hustlers
fantasy football league in Chicago
for the better part of 15 years.
With 12 teams, the league is home
to veteran and new fantasy football fans alike that own teams with
names such as the Spitting Llamas
and the Bar Fly’s. The league begins
its 16th draft Sept. 3.
Steve Miller, owner of the
T-Wink-Ies, has participated since
the birth of the MNHS league. Scott
Miller, owner of Peeps, is entering
his 14th season with the league.
Steve Miller said he fell in love
with the camaraderie that exists between himself, his high
school friends and co-workers. MNHS has been a staple in
their friendships.
“We don’t do an online draft,”
Steve Miller said. “We all get together. In the 15 years that I have
done it, only two teams have had

to do it on the phone because they
were at a wedding.”
Scott Miller on the other hand,
loves the control that fantasy football puts in the hands of the fans.
If Chicago Bears quarterback Jay
Cutler is not delivering the goods
on Sunday, he can cut him. If Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson fumbles too much
for his liking, he can bench or
trade him.
“You can voice your opinions
[about the NFL] but you really have
no control,” Scott Miller said. “Unless you own that team, you have no
say in who they get.”
In addition to the friendships
and the control the league grants
its owners, there is competitiveness between the brothers and their
friends. There is also the large trophy, which is what keeps Steve Miller striving to pick the best team.
“It’s about a 2 1/2 - 3 foot trophy
with a big gold football on the top,”
Steve Miller said. “It has everybody’s plaque from all the years
that they’ve won it, kind of like the
Stanley Cup.”
Fantasy football is not just bringing excitement to the lives of the
guys in MNHS, though. With the
advent of things like the Red Zone, a
cable network created with the sole
purpose of showing scoring highlights and keeping fantasy players
updated on their players progress,
fantasy football is affecting the
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fever is infecting the actual players too, according to Biro. He said
he knows several real players that
play fantasy football, and he hears
the players talk about it with one
another often.
“[Oakland Raiders Running
Back] Maurice Jones-Drew is
one of the guys who talks about it
most, I believe he even has a radio show talking about it ” Biro
said. “They definitely get into it
and they certainly hear it from
their fans quite a bit. Fans will
come up and say [I’ve got you on
my team] and that kind of thing.”

Challenge is that it’s a grass-roots
effort, started by a person living
with ALS, she said.
“The ALS Association has never had a voice to share with others
about the disease and the impact it
has on patients and their families,”
Sharpe said.
Every 90 minutes someone is
diagnosed with ALS and someone
else dies from the disease, she said.
“It’s always fatal,” Sharpe said.
“Individuals end up losing the ability to walk, talk, swallow and eventually to breathe.”
Teepu Siddique, a neurology professor at Northwestern University,
said patients are reliant on technology to survive.
It’s a disease that robs you of your
autonomy and dignity, Siddique
said. The search for an answer is
slow due to limited resources.
“I think we know how to find a
cure, but we just don’t have the resources to do it fast,” Siddique said.
“We have identified the basic molecule mechanism. But we have to
find a way to use that information
to test for medications and drugs.”
The ALS Association won’t lose
heart despite the lack of progress,
Blondell said.
“The new findings will help us
get closer to [a cure],” Blondell said.
“The money being received will
help us continue our research.”

ediaz@chroniclemail.com
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game itself, and over the years the
NFL has taken notice.
Ladd Biro, the Fantasy Sports
Writers Association’s “Football
Writer of the Year” in 2010 and
2011, said that fantasy football is
changing the way millions of people
watch the game.
“People now are watching not
just for their favorite teams but
also for the players on their fantasy teams,” Biro said. “It gets them
involved in virtually every game,
every weekend.”
In addition to the impact that
fantasy football has had on the
way the game is presented to and
watched by NFL fans, the fantasy

Sports & Health
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NOVICE

SOUS CHEF

GURU

Spanish Rice
INGREDIENTS
2 cups brown or white rice
1 10-oz. can diced tomatoes
1 cup vegetable oil
1-oz. packet taco seasoning
1 green chili pepper such as Anaheim
or Poblano
1/2 cup cilantro
4 cups water

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Heat water to boiling in saucepan and
add rice.
2. Add diced tomatoes without draining.
3. Chop green pepper.
4. When water reaches a boil, add green
pepper, cilantro and half
of the taco seasoning packet to the
boiling rice.
5. Stir mixture together and let the rice
cook on medium heat until rice has
absorbed water and tomato juice.
6. Let cool five minutes and serve, enjoy!

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE

NATALIE CRAIG
Managing Editor
EATING HEALTHY AND juggling course-

work can be difficult. This summer,
I learned a few recipes that are delicious and easy to prepare.
Brown rice is a healthy alternative to starchy pastas and white
rice, but it can taste grainy and
bland. By adding an undrained can
of diced tomatoes, the brown rice
becomes softer and more flavorful.
Instead of adding flavoring,
which is usually laced with sodium,
add a freshly chopped green chili
pepper and cilantro for a flavorful
blend of spice and herbs.

The cooking process is simple
and requires precise timing. Start
by boiling four cups of water and
chopping one green chili pepper.
Once the water is boiling, add two
cups of brown rice and stir. After
the rice has boiled for five minutes, add the can of diced tomatoes
without draining the excess tomato
juice and stir again.
Mix in half of the packet of taco
seasoning, a diced green chili pepper and half a cup of cilantro. Cover
the mixture with a lid over medium
heat and stir frequently. Once the
rice absorbs the juices, lower the
heat level, keep the rice covered and
stir occasionally.

If desired, corn and black beans
can also be added to this recipe by
stirring them in with the diced tomatoes and seasoning. Drain the
black beans and corn before adding
them, though.
After all of the water and tomato juice is absorbed, stir the mixture a couple of times and let cool
for five minutes. Serve this rice
mixture with chicken, tacos, brisket or fish for a healthy spin on a
flavorful dish. Add sour cream, jalapeños, shredded cheese or avocado for a more authentic Mexican
taste. Enjoy!
ncraig@chroniclemail.com

10% Discount
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Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and
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Grain-centric flour puts
new twist on baking
GINA SCARPINO
Assitant Arts & Culture Editor
THE FORMER OWNERS of Bang Bang

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
The Shuga Records warehouse, 4415 W. Ogden Ave., houses stock for the new Wicker Park store that will open this October. Shuga specializes in selling original pressings.

New record store joins
Wicker Park family
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
FOR THE PAST 20 years, vinyl has
regained popularity, and Wicker
Pa rk is prime rea l estate for
collectors. To offer fans more
options, Shuga Records will open
its first retail location in Wicker
Park this October, making it the
third record store in the West
Side neighborhood.
Ada m Rosen, a former DJ,
opened the first Shuga Records in
Minneapolis in 2004 after he met
success selling his records online.
In 2012, Rosen launched Shuga
Records in Chicago, which became
the city’s largest online record
store out of its warehouse at 4115
W. Ogden Ave. The new store will
be located at 1272 N. Milwaukee
Ave, just blocks from a Reckless
Records at 1532 N. Milwaukee
Ave. and Dusty Groove, 1120 N.
Ashland Ave., two of Chicago’s
most notable record stores.
R osen sa id he ha s a lways
wanted to open up a brick-andmortar record store in Chicago,
but has been selective about the
location because he wanted to
maintain the shop’s ability to
house its diverse inventory of
more than 500,000 records.
“The new space is going to
be built just for us,” Rosen said.
“There is going to be custom furniture so we can get as much vinyl
in there [as possible] without
making it look stupid.”

Wicker Park has a long association with music, the arts and
record shops in particular. Rick
Wojcik, owner of Dusty Groove,
has been selling records in the
neighborhood since 1997.
“[Wicker Park] has always been
a good neighborhood for record
stores,” Wojcik said. “They’re
coming into the neighborhood, but
they’re following a long tradition.
It’s been a place for indie stores for
20 years.”
Although the record stores are
close to one another, Gar Brandt,
manager of Reckless Records, said
the addition of Shuga Records to
Wicker Park would not create tension between the three shops.
“We have a map marking other
record stores in the neighborhood,
promoting people to go to record
stores even though they are in
competition with us,” Brandt said.
“Mostly, what I believe in is promoting music in general, going to
a record store and finding something that you would never look
for when going online.”
Beth Sholtis, the interim executive director of the Wicker ParkBucktown Chamber of Commerce,
said in an emailed statement that
having three record shops in the
same neighborhood could generate more customers rather than
create competition.
“Having three cool places to
shop for music makes it a little
easier to justify coming in from
Kenosha, South Bend, Europe
or Asia,” Sholtis said. “ We’re

excited about the opportunities
for everyone.”
Gar Brandt said that the distinct identities the shops have are
what keep them in business.
“Each record store has their
ow n cha racter,” Bra ndt sa id.
“Dusty Groove does better with
ja zz a nd world. Reck less has
always been a general shop, and
based on what [Rosen] is selling,
it seems a little more pricey than
other stores. I don’t know what
kind of sound he is looking for or
what kind of character he wants
to put out.”
Rosen said Shuga Records will
be the place to go for original
pressings, including the rare ones.
“We’re going to take things from
all the other stores, like what we
did in Minneapolis, and do it all,”
Rosen said. “Our store will always
have every Beatles, Zappa and
Zeppelin. We will always have
great, original pressings.”
Rosen said he wants this Shuga
Records location to be recognized for how it operates, which
he understands may upset some
potential customers.
“Our place will not be a dig bin,”
Rosen said. “Record people may
get pissed that they’re not going to
find a $1,000 record by accident...
We are not a Salvation Army. If
you don’t want to waste time and
you are looking for ‘that’ record,
we have it.”
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

Pies bakery in Logan Square, Dave
and Megan Miller, are opening a
new bakery to change the way pies
are made by using a unconventional
kind of flour.
The Millers said they hope to
open the new shop, Baker Miller,
in Lincoln Square by Oct. 1. The
bakery will use stone-milled flour
instead of traditional flour.
Most flours are made using roller
mills, where the flour is sifted and
the bran and germs within the
grains are removed to make the
flour particles smaller, allowing
the flour to last longer. With stoneground mills, the particles are not
ground up as finely and the bran and
germs—which contain many of the
nutrients—remain part of the flour.
Dave Miller, the bakery’s head of
operations, said one of the reasons
they will use stone-ground flour is
for the health benefits, a change he
urges other bakeries to replicate.
“[With] the way that grain has
been modified and hybridized,
it becomes something a lmost
unrecognizable to the human
body,” Dave Miller said. “There
are chemicals in [common] flour.
It’s not really a wheat product
anymore, and it’s really important

for us to get things back to how
they used to be so our bodies can
recognize it.”
In July, the Millers decided to
start their own stone-ground flour
mill in addition to Baker Miller,
which was funded through a
Kickstarter campaign that raised
$13,147. Dave Miller said he and his
wife will start small with generic
grains like hard and soft wheat,
heirloom corns and some ancient
grains like emmer.
The Millers are just one among
a number of organizations across
the nation that are at the forefront
of the stone-milled flour movement.
Neal Johnston, co-owner and millwright of Farmer Ground Flour
in Trumansburg, New York, was
originally a commercial electrician but joined the Farmer Ground
Flour team after the Food and Drug
Administration neglected to properly label the additives that are put
into flour.
“The long-term effect of what’s
going...in our foods, the endocrine
disrupters and everything else that
has a real potential to be a nightmare
is really sad to me,” Johnston said.
“Our lack of awareness has put the
kibosh on any mandatory labeling.
That’s a crime, and I haven’t been in
a position where I can do much about
that politically or be effective in my
opposition to it.”

xx SEE BAKERY, PG. 33

Courtesy DAVE MILLER
Dave and Megan Miller are striving to open their Lincoln Square bakery, Baker Miller, 4610 N. Western Ave., by
Oct. 1 to meet the holiday demand.
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She was a smart girl
until she fell in love
AS THE FALL semester begins, some of

us can’t wait to sit down in class and
crack open the books, while others
are freaking out about what to wear
and how we will score a seat next to
that cute classmate.
The days of being a boy-crazy
freshman haunt me as I remember
practically breaking my neck over
every hot guy that walked past me
on campus. As you approach your
senior year—junior year, if you’re
lucky—you will realize why you
came to college in the first place: to
get an education and gain valuable
life experiences.
Sure, it’s common to fall in love
with the man or women of your
dreams while dressed to the nines
searching for a good book in the
library—at least in the movies.
But I wouldn’t be camping out in
bookshelf aisles hoping for the day
to come.
Going to school in the city can
provide many distractions from
what you came here to do—study.
Chicago Fashion Week, the
nightlife in Wrigleyville and, “Is
my neighbor hot? Or was that his
brother?” are a few examples.
The first week of school is no-

CHRISTOPHER FORTMYER

freshman cinema art + science major

toriously a fashion show, no joke.
However, next week will be an entirely different story because first
impressions are more important
than the lasting ones. While everyone at Columbia has his or her own
diverse style, the occasional sweatpants days are inevitable. If you
really want to make a statement,
keep your fashion game strong past
the first week.
Now, if your style is flawless, you
may be attracting some attention
from more than just a passerby
on the street, but it’s important to
evaluate who you will give your
attention back to.
I’m usually an optimistic person,
but when it comes to hooking up or
falling in love, I have to foresee just
how far south this potential fling
could go—and not the kind of south
most of us enjoy. The important
thing to ask yourself before diving
into new endeavors with the opposite sex is simple: How often do I
have to see this person?
If your answer is, “Every day,”
“Every Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday” or “Every time I open
the door to my apartment,” steer
clear of that situation or take

ANNA LINDHOLM

freshman cinema art + science major

things slow. There is nothing
more awkward or distracting than
having a fling you thought was the
greatest thing to ever happen and
then having to look at that mistake
every time you peer up from your
textbook to take notes in class.
If your answer sounds something like, “It’s 2 a.m., you’re cute
and I’ll probably never see you
again,” pursue with precautions.
Ladies and gents, you think you
want to fall in love as you discover adulthood and step foot into
college, but you’re in your 20s, and
you’ll never get this time back. So
while you should always demand
respect and do what makes you
feel great, have fun and don’t take
anything too seriously—unless it’s
school- or fashion-related. You can
act like a housewife or a husband
when you’re 30.

BECCA BLANTON
Senior, Fashion Studies Major

ncraig@chroniclemail.com

DANIEL BROWN

freshman cinema art + science major

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST THIS YEAR?
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST THIS YEAR?
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST THIS YEAR?
“I’m looking forward to growing and learning more “I’m looking forward to meeting new people and “I look foward to learning how to write and do some
going to a school where I get to do something I love.”
compositions.”
about my field of study.”
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“I take a lot of inspiration from
nature. With this design, I decided
to expose a problem within the
fashion industry, which is domestic
animals used in the fur trade. I
created the print, which is skinned
dog jaws. I wanted to make a
statement.”

KALI LIBBY

freshman dance major
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO MOST THIS YEAR?
“I’m looking forward to meeting new friends!”
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Galerie F celebrates street art
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
WHILE STREET ARTISTS may not always

get the recognition they desire, one
Logan Square gallery is working to
change that with its new exhibition,
“Cut Along The Dotted Lines: A
Three-Way Stencil Show.”
The show features Chicago-based
street artists SARO, EPYON5
and Jason Rowland. Each artist
incorporates stencils into his work
in unique ways.
Billy Craven, co-owner of
Galerie F, at 2381 N. Milwaukee
Ave., said he wanted the show to
celebrate stencil art, and the three
artists were at the top of his list.
“We wanted to feature the works
of these three artists because we
really liked their aesthetics,” Craven
said. “Each of them has their own
point of view, and we thought they
would pair nicely together.”
Craven, an established screenprinter, founded Galerie F with
artist Zissou Tasseff-Elenkoff
and gallery director Allie Whalen
through a May 2012 Kickstarter
campaign. Craven said reaching out
to his peers helped fund the gallery
when no one else would invest.
“We felt strongly about a gallery like this, as there are so very
few of them in the entire U.S. that
feature printmaking and especially street art,” Craven said. “Just
because there wasn’t one on every
street corner didn’t mean that there

couldn’t be one and that it couldn’t
be successful.”
With Galerie F, Craven said he
hopes to blur the line between street
art and fine art. He said art should
not be judged on its price but on
personal preference.
“It doesn’t have to be $5,000,
$10,000 or $20,000 before it’s
considered art,” Craven said. “At the
end of the day, if it’s something you
like and you want to hang it on your
wall, I think that’s a good thing.”
Jason Rowland, one of the show’s
featured artists who creates comic
book-inspired stencil artwork,
said he believes street art is slowly
making its way into the mainstream
formal art world, even if it is not
immediately obvious.
“I was at McDonald’s with my
kids the other day, and I noticed
the artwork they had on their walls
almost looked like a stylized version of stencil artwork. It’s just
becoming part of the culture now,”
Rowland said.
Although art critics are beginning
to accept street art, it is still far from
gaining universal acclaim in the fine
art community, according to Craven.
“I have spoken about my
gallery with older, more mature
fans of art, and when they find out
we feature printmaking or street
art, I have had a person say, ‘Oh,
so you don’t really feature art,’”
Craven said.
Rowland said he is interested
in the influx of street art into

everyday life and how it has grown
in popularity.
“As far as formal art goes,
it’s always been represented by
white-wall galleries,” Rowland
said. “Street art comes from the
streets. It’s interesting seeing the
juxtaposition of formal and
informal imagery. Street art is
almost a language in itself, whereas
traditional gallery stuff is always
bowls of fruit and sunsets.”
EPYON5, a featured stencil
artist in the exhibition, said he
thinks social media has helped
revolutionize street art.
“Years ago, you had all these
people who would be tagging and
putting up these murals in the dead
of night,” EPYON5 said. “Now you
can paint something and take a
picture for social media. And the
more that something is liked, the
more acceptable it is.”
As recently as June, Galerie F was
voted Chicago’s best established
gallery and tied for the two best
gallery exhibits, according to the
Chicago Reader’s annual “Best
of Chicago” poll. Craven said the
publicity from the Reader helped
broaden the gallery’s audience.
“It’s brought in a lot of new
people,” Craven said. “If the
Reader’s poll is voted on by our
peers, it’s a good thing that that
many people feel strongly about
what we’re doing. It’s given us
exposure to people that might never
have walked through our door.”

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Galerie F’s new exhibition, “Cut Along The Dotted Lines,” celebrates stencil art from three Chicago-based artists.

The gallery ’s recent shows
have also benefited from the art
scene in Logan Square. Galerie
F is at the forefront of helping to
commission local street artists
for the murals seen throughout
the neighborhood and helping the
artists with supplied resources such
as paint supplies and blank walls.
“Our goal is to get the street
artist compensated for materials
and earning a nice little wage for
painting a mural,” Craven said.
“Everything we’ve done up has been
on our own and has come out of our
pocket or out of the artist’s pocket.”

EPYON5 said he is already seeing
changes in the way street art is being
accepted into everyday life.
“I was walking through the city
the other day and there in the
middle of the day was [artist] JC
Rivera doing a mural,” EPYON5
said. “It was awesome to see that,
because 20 years ago, I don’t think
you would see somebody doing
a mural in the middle of the day
in Chicago.”
“Cut Along The Dotted Lines” will
run through Sept. 10.
shall@chroniclemail.com

House of Hookah
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Chicago, IL. 60657
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Lucas Museum
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ative Art
Lucas
Chicago
of Narr ativewins
Art
battle for lucas museum
Story by Kyra Senese, Managing Editor

S

arah Pilotte, a sophomore business & entrepreneurship major, said she became a fan of “Star Wars”
creator George Lucas’ work as a child when her
parents sat her down to watch the series, but as she got older,
she developed a deeper fondness for his ability to tell human
stories through wildly imaginative storylines.
“It shows humanity in a different setting,” Pilotte said.
“The world [Lucas] created is so realistic and complex, and
that shows what a great mind [he] has and what he’s capable
of creating. I would be interested in seeing how that ties into
other areas of entertainment.”
Pilotte also participates in the 501st Legion, a charity that
creates movie-quality “Star Wars” costumes to promote philanthropy and volunteerism among “Star Wars” enthusiasts.
Fans like Pilotte may recall endless hours spent playing with
lightsabers in their childhood, but for many the memorabilia
carries a greater significance. The saga has inspired millions,
and Chicago may become home to an institution dedicated to
education in the art of narrative storytelling and celebrating
the art of cinematography by 2018.
Chicago’s long-standing reputation as a world-renowned
museum city could be strengthened after the acceptance of a
recent proposal that the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art—a
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Design by Colin King, Graphic Designer

cultural and educational museum that will feature the personal
collections of the filmmaker join the city’s 57-acre Museum
Campus, home to the Field Museum, Adler Planetarium and
the Shedd Aquarium.
While the visual appeal of a lakefront location may
seem ideal, green space advocates and environmentalists are
voicing concerns about lakefront and park space preservation, as well as potentially harmful substances in the soil
along the lakefront that could be problematic if unearthed
during construction.
The museum is set to be built on the site of the parking
lots north of McCormick Place Lakeside and south of Soldier
Field near the lakefront. The proposed site was chosen from
a group of 57 prospective locations selected by a 12-member
task force assembled by Mayor Rahm Emanuel, according to
the Mayor’s Task Force Report. The report is a detailed recommendation from the task force to the mayor developed after
the group received input from public forums and analyzed city
data to evaluate the suggested locations.
The proposed locations had to meet specific criteria,
including accessibility to all Chicagoans and tourists, a
large enough plot of land to support the construction and
equipment, a setting fit for an “iconic structure” and—most

importantly—a site that
would not require the use
of any Chicago taxpayer
dollars, according to the
Task Force Report.
To make way for the
museum, the Chicago Bears’
current parking lots will
be relocated underground,
allowing the Lucas Museum
to lie atop the newly constructed garages. The model
would enable the restoration of park space and other green spaces in the surrounding
open area.
However, green space advocates Friends of the Parks have
taken a firm stance against the lakefront location.
“It’s a wonderful museum, and we’d absolutely love to
see it come to Chicago—it’s the site that we oppose,” said
Cassandra Francis, president of Friends of the Parks. “The
site is a public open space that’s governed by the Lakefront
Protection Ordinance, which specifically precludes any future
private development east of Lake Shore Drive.”
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Friends of the Parks
claims building the museum
on the proposed lakefront
site violates the Lakefront
Protection Ordinance—a
city ordinance designated
to preserve and protect Lake
Michigan, the lakefront and
lakefront parks— and that
harmful substances such
as potentially carcinogenic
ashes from the Chicago Fire
of 1871 could be concealed
beneath the concrete.
Francis said she thinks the site selection process was too
quick and left unanswered questions regarding the adjacent
infrastructure that will support the museum. She added that she
does not think the decision on the location of the museum is
final, and if the city continues to pursue the Museum Campus
location, Friends of the Parks will take action.
“That site is directly against our mission and we do intend
to litigate if the site does move
forward,” Francis said.
She also said Friends of
the Parks would support the
museum being developed at
an alternative location such as
the truck marshaling parking
lot site at McCormick Place
Lakeside at 2301 S. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Drive, which
was among the 57 locations
discussed early on. According
to the report, the location was not chosen because of its distance
from the Museum Campus.
A spokeswoman for the Lucas Foundation declined to comment on possible litigation with Friends of the Parks or any
other groups that are against the proposed lakefront location.
Despite these groups’ opposition, Emanuel and the Lucas
Foundation have shown no signs of reconsidering the lakefront site.
Emanuel expressed his support for the museum in a June 24
statement declaring that the Lucas Museum would sit alongside
other iconic Museum Campus institutions.
“George Lucas has revolutionized the art of storytelling over
the last four decades and we are honored to be the recipient of
this incredible legacy investment that will allow everyone to
learn about and experience narrative arts,” Emanuel said. “Like
Marshall Field, John G. Shedd and Max Adler before him,

George’s philanthropy will inspire and educate for generations.”
The Mayor’s Press Office and the Chicago Department of
Public Health did not return several requests for comment on
the potential environmental concerns regarding the lakefront
location for the Lucas Museum.
A principle concern of environmentalists’ is that the
museum will reduce the green park space near the lake.
According to the Chicago Park District website, there are
currently 580 existing parks in the city with a total of 8,100
acres of green space. The Lucas Museum will be built on a
17-acre site, allowing for a five-acre museum that would leave
the remaining 12 acres for additional green spaces and general
park space, according to the Task Force Report.
Although there are still concerns that harmful substances
may be lying dormant under the current parking lots at the
lakefront site, those concerns could be quelled by an environmental cleanup—a common practice in Chicago whenever old
city buildings are demolished to make way for newer structures.
Lucas would also fund this process, as he has promised to fund
all construction and operations costs for the museum, according
to the Task Force Report.

In 2013, the city saw a 4 percent increase in tourism from
the previous year, with more than 48 million visitors flocking
to Chicago. Of those 48 million tourists, at least 10 million
are attracted to the city’s museums every year, according to the
Task Force Report.
The Lucas Museum is expected to contribute to the local
economy by bringing in $2–2.5 billion to local businesses
through tourist spending and generate $120–160 million in
new tax revenue for Chicago in its first 10 years of operation.
Additional city revenue is expected to come through increased
hotel, gas and retail sales as well, according to the Task Force
Report. The construction of the museum would also create
about 1,500–2,500 temporary construction jobs with an anticipated $125–200 million going to construction wages. There
are approximately 15,000 unemployed construction workers
in Chicago and roughly 30,000 unemployed construction

workers throughout Cook County, according to the Chicago
Cook Workforce Partnership, and the construction of the Lucas
Museum would add 350–400 long-term jobs with positions
paying $280–330 million in wages in its first 10 years.
The architectural team that will design the museum was
announced July 28 in a press release from the Lucas Museum.
The principal designer for the museum is MAD Architects, an
architectural firm based in Beijing. Studio Gang, an architectural
firm based in Chicago and headed by Jeanne Gang, will plan the
landscape surrounding the museum and design a bridge that will
connect the museum to Northerly Island. VOA Associates, also
a Chicago-based firm, was selected to be the executive architect
for the museum and will be in charge of implementing MAD
Architect’s design for the building itself. Lucas voiced his excitement regarding the architectural team in the July 28 press release.
“We are bringing together some of the top architects in
the world to ensure that our museum experience begins long
before a visitor ever enters the building,” Lucas said in the
release. “I am thrilled with the architectural team’s vision for
the building and the surrounding green space. I look forward
to presenting our design to the Chicago community.”
According to the
press release, Chicagoans
will get a glimpse of the
design for the museum
sometime in late 2014.
Beyond the potential economic contributions the museum could
bring to Chicago, there is
also the focus on the arts
and education that Lucas
himself encourages.
Bruce Sheridan, chair of the Cinema Art + Science Department
at Columbia, said that Lucas’ influence on cinematography has
been discussed in nearly every class he has taught or observed.
“George is a complete filmmaker—he’s a director, he’s a
producer, he’s an inventor,” Sheridan said. “He’s the whole package, and I think students pick this up really quickly.”
Sheridan also said that when the book “George Lucas’s
Blockbusting” was published in 2010, he was sent an advanced
copy with a letter from Lucas asking if Columbia wanted to
use the book. Sheridan said that he now encourages all of his
producing students to use the book.
“The hardest thing to teach young filmmakers is how even
though the business is broken into all these specializations, it only
works when good leaders bring it all together,” Sheridan said.
“Whether you like a particular film of Lucas’ or not, I don’t think
anyone would dispute that he’s trying to do the whole thing—[he’s]

Spielberg to facilitate an exhibition of Rockwell’s paintings at
the Smithsonian American Art Museum in 2010.
Most recently, the George Lucas Family Foundation donated
$500,000 to the Norman Rockwell Museum in a two-year grant
to improve educational programming at the Massachusetts
location, according to an Aug. 6 Norman Rockwell Museum
press release.
The Lucas Museum website reveals that the museum’s seed
collection will consist of American artwork Lucas has collected.
“The foundational collection will continue to grow and evolve
as the Lucas Museum of Narrative Art acquires more works,”
the website stated.
One of Lucas’ objectives for the museum is to enrich the
city’s arts scene and add to the depth of arts education at schools
and colleges in the city, according to the report.
Lucas said he intends to increase the awareness and appreciation of narrative arts and storytelling through programs and
exhibitions that will integrate aspects of both art and science, and
has voiced that the museum staff could work with CPS teachers
to inspire them to incorporate various facets of the arts into their
curriculum, according to the Task Force Report.

Although the leadership for the museum has yet to be finalized, Richard Lariviere, president and CEO of the Field Museum,
said he looks forward to working with the museum in the future.
“There is collaboration among the existing museums now,
and I fully expect that there will be even more collaboration with
the Lucas Museum precisely because of George Lucas’ interest in
investment in education,” Lariviere said. “The inherent interest of
the topic of narrative arts is a great addition to the city of Chicago.”
Lariviere also said he expects that the addition of the
museum to Chicago will necessitate that common challenges
faced on the Museum Campus such as landscaping and modifying transportation to ease traffic build-up will be addressed.
“The catalyst of an exciting new museum like this will help
us all focus on resolving some of those issues,” Lariviere said.
Lisa Miner, a spokeswoman for the Museum of Science and
Industry, also welcomed the museum’s future presence along
the lakefront.
“Chicago is a world-class, innovative city that draws millions
from around the globe, so it’s a natural fit for Mr. Lucas to build
his museum here,” Miner said in a statement. “We’re thrilled
for Lucas, the city of Chicago and the museum-going public.”

“George is a complete filmmaker—he’s a director, he’s a
producer, he’s an inventor. He’s the whole package, and I
think students pick this up really quickly.”
— Bruce Sheridan, Cinema Art + Science Department chair

not just interested in the technology or just interested in
one aspect of it.”
Sheridan said he expects
that the museum’s proposed
educational programs will
serve as a great resource for
film students at Columbia
and throughout the city.
“We’re the biggest film
school in the United States
and one of the most prestigious, and we know that film
education doesn’t start with us or finish with us,” Sheridan said.
“One of my key strategies is to connect with external entities that
can bridge between what [students are] doing before they get here,
what they do here and what they do after. George’s museum is
just a perfect mechanism for that.”
Although all of the contents of Lucas’ personal art collection are not yet public, he has collected works by artist
Norman Rockwell and collaborated with fellow filmmaker Steven

KSENESE@CHRONICLEMAIL.COM

PHOTOS COURTESY: JOSEPH CHRISTIA LEYENDECKER (LEFT PAGE) JESSIE WILLCO SMITH (RIGHT PAGE, TOP LEFT) MAXFIELD PARRISH (RIGHT PAGE, BOTTOM LEFT)
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ON SALE FRIDAY 9/12 @ Noon

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 4 / 9PM / 18+

OWEN PALLETT
FOXES IN FICTION

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 5 / 8:30PM / 18+

JD MCPHERSON
CAROLINE SMITH

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13 / 8PM / 18+

SHOESHINE BOY & SWIZZLESTEVE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

ARBOR
CREEK
THE ROSS ORIGINALS / VANDALAY / THE BISHOP’S
DAREDEVIL STUNT CLUB / PUREBRED STEMS
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 18 / 9PM / 18+
101WKQX WELCOMES

J. RODDY WALSTON &
THE BUSINESS

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27 / 6:30PM / 18+

COLD WAVES III:
FRONT
242
COCKSURE / YOUTH CODE / CAUSTIC
∆AIMON / SURACHAI

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 1 / 8:30PM / 18+

KASABIAN
BO NINGEN

THURSDAY OCTOBER 2 / 7PM / ALL AGES
1833 PRESENTS B4.DA.$$ NORTH AMERICAN TOUR

JOEY BADA$$

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 / 8PM / ALL AGES
VH1 YOU OUGHTA KNOW PRESENTS

TOVE
LO
LINUS YOUNG

PUJOL

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8 / 7:30PM / ALL AGES

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 26 / 6:30PM / 18+

LUCIUS
LAPLAND

COLD WAVES III:
FEAR
FACTORY
DIE KRUPPS / ACUMEN NATION / AUTHOR +
PUNISHER / SMP / 3TEETH / CYANOTIC

93XRT WELCOMES

TUESDAY OCTOBER 14 / 9PM / 18+

THE
RURAL ALBERTA ADVANTAGE
JULY TALK

FRIDAY OCTOBER 24 / 9PM / 18+
93XRT BIG BEAT WELCOMES

DUM
DUM GIRLS
EX COPS
SATURDAY OCTOBER 25 / 3:30PM / 18+

RED SCARE 10TH
ANNIVERSARY
THE FALCON / THE LILLINGTONS / THE

METHADONES / THE BROKEDOWNS / TEENAGE
BOTTLEROCKET / MASKED INTRUDER / THE
REAGANOMICS / DIRECT HIT! / ELWAY + MORE
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29 / 6:30PM / ALL AGES
2014 HONDA CIVIC TOUR PRESENTS

AMERICAN
AUTHORS
THE MOWGLIS / OH HONEY
THURSDAY OCTOBER 30 / 7:30PM / ALL AGES
93XRT WELCOMES

ST. PAUL & THE
BROKEN BONES
FRIDAY OCTOBER 31 / 8:30PM / 18+
RUBBLEBUCKET
LANDLADY

11/5 HOT WATER MUSIC 11/7 THE WILD FEATHERS • 11/10 ST. LUCIA • 11/13 FKA TWIGS • 11/14 PETER HOOK & THE LIGHT
11/15 WATSKY • 11/16 ANTEMASQUE • 11/21 DALE EARNHARDT JR. JR. • 11/25 DEATH DTA • 11/26 DEVIN TOWNSEND PROJECT

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA METRO & SMART BAR WEBSITES + METRO BOX OFFICE. NO SERVICE FEES @ METRO BOX OFFICE!
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Are you ready? iO Theater Leaves Wrigleyville Location for Lincoln Park
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
THE IO THEATER has laid the groundwork for some of the most renowned
comedic actors and writers in the
entertainment industry, such as Tina
Fey, Chris Farley and Mike Myers.
The theater will now make its
next big move when it leaves its former Wrigleyville location for a spacious new theater in Lincoln Park,
located at 1501 N. Kingsbury St.
The woman behind the theater’s
big relocation plans is Charna
Halpern, the artistic director and
founder of iO. Halpern is widely
known for her book “Truth In
Comedy,” which she wrote with her
comedy partner Del Close.
“I was doing this short-form
improv theater and I was getting so
bored with it,” Halpern said. “When
I met Del, I said to him, ‘There’s
just got to be something more for
improv,’ and he was very excited to
hear me say that.”
With help from Close, who
died in 1999, Halpern invented
the Harold style of improvisation, includes games and crowd
suggestions. Halpern said the
Harold is now used in almost every
modern day training center and
performance theater.
“The idea behind long-form
improv is that we are an ensemble,”
Halpern said. “We are not backstage smoking cigarettes while people are on stage. We are responsible

for everything here. We wear 20
different hats.”
Halpern has been responsible
for discovering several successful
entertainers, including Fey and
Amy Poehler. She said she knew
they were gifted as soon as they
stepped on the stage.
“It still happens,” Halpern said.
“I saw a young woman just the other
night, and I pulled her off stage and
said, ‘What is your name?’ I know
that she’ll be a star one day. I see it
all the time.”
The theater, which shortened its
name from Improv Olympics, has
already benefited from the move,
Halpern said. The performers
are already excited about the new
facility, which features bigger green
rooms, an all new air conditioning
system, an outdoor beer garden and
newly renovated stages.
“These young kids come in the
theater and they can’t believe it,”
Halpern said. “They say, ‘I feel like
I’m on Broadway.’”
Not only are the iO performers
excited about the new location,
but Near North Side residents are
anticipating the booming comedy
scene that the theater will bring
to the area as well, said Andrew
Alexander, co-owner and executive
producer of the Second City.
“You’ve got Steppenwolf and
Red Door, and it’s almost like a
theater corridor now,” Alexander
said. “The point I love to stress is
that Chicago has become the

worldwide epicenter of this type
of work, improv and ensemble
comedy, and this is only going to
strengthen that.”
The Second City has a longstanding relationship with the iO
Theater, as they both help train up
and coming comedic performers.
Alexander said the theater’s new
location will only strengthen the
relationship between the two.
“We look at iO as one of our children,” Alexander said. “Everything
emanated from The Second City
starting in 1959. Del Close used
to work at The Second City for
two decades, then he moved on to
create the long-form, which
became the basis of iO, so there’s
obviously been a continued relationship with them.”
Padraic Swanton, the Lincoln
Park Chamber of Commerce’s
director of marketing and communications, said he thinks the new
theater will have a positive impact
on the neighborhood. He said the
publicity for the theater will benefit
Lincoln Park and its cultural spirit.
“Lincoln Park has a soaring
reputation in Chicago as being a
destination neighborhood for cultural entities in the city,” Swanton
said. “The iO Theater is going to
add to the comedic portion of that
reputation, and that’s going to be a
great thing for the neighborhood
in general.”
Even after more than nineteen
years in Wrigleyville, Halpern said

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
The iO Theater moved from its former location at 3541 N. Clark St. to a new Lincoln Park theater this month.

she was ready for the theater’s
grand opening which took place on
Aug. 30.
“I really do not miss [the
Wrigleyville location] that much,”
Halpern said. “Even the last night
we were at the old theater, it was
a packed house and I figured

that we would all be really sentimental. Then the air conditioning broke down and it was 90
degrees and I was like, ‘You know
what? I can’t wait to get out of
this place.’”
shall@chroniclemail.com
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Historic Congress Theater bans EDM shows from venue
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
THE CONGRESS THE ATER, 2135 N.

Milwaukee Ave., in partnership with
the City of Chicago’s Local Liquor
Control Commission, recently
announced a ban on electronic
dance music shows at the venue.
The iconic venue agreed to the
ban in hopes of regaining the liquor
license it lost in May 2013, which
led to the Congress closing its
doors. The operations plan created
for the Congress Corporation by the
city defines EDM as “music created
by a DJ or multiple DJs using primarily specialized electronic equipment and software instead of traditional instruments, and an EDM
performance shall be defined as a
performance of Electronic Dance
Music or any performance by a DJ
or multiple DJs featuring the playing of pre-recorded music.”
Caitlin Collins, a Columbia photography major and EDM fan, said
the electronic dance music scene
in Chicago is welcoming, but the
Congress was never high on her list
of places to attend EDM shows.
“Out of all the venues in Chicago,
the Congress is my least favorite,”
Collins said. “I strongly dislike the
Congress, so when there are shows
there, I’m less likely to go.”
Prior to its shutdown in mid2013, the Congress experienced a
multitude of problems regarding
the venue’s management and patron

safety. For five or six years, owner
Eddie Carranza allowed serious
building and electrical code violations to proliferate within the building, according to Jim Derogatis,
lecturer in the English Department
at Columbia and co-host of Sound
Opinions on WBEZ.
The Congress’ management staff
also failed to properly control the
security team. There were multiple
issues reported between patrons
and security, such as guards participating in the drug scene at the
venue, DeRogatis said.
“[Carranza’s] security team was
working at his venue and, according to court testimonies, were taking drugs from patrons and reselling
them,” DeRogatis said.
DeRogatis said if a credible promoter bought the venue—granted
Carranza decides to sell the theater—it could easily build up
its reputation.
“The [Chicago] Park District is
opening Humboldt Park, Union
Park and Soldier Field to some
of the harshest punk rock and
EDM acts because money’s being
made,” DeRogatis said. “It’s not
about the city trying to block
out EDM. The city will book
anything that’s going to make the
city money.”
Collins said that by banning EDM
shows, the Congress Theater will
be missing out on a massive opportunity for attracting customers
and generating business.

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
After shutting down in May 2013, the Congress Theater in Logan Square has signed an agreement with the city to ban EDM shows permanently from the historic venue.

“There are so many other venues in Chicago that [EDM] artists will play at,” Collins said. “So
the Congress is going to miss out
and other venues are going to do
a lot better.”
Columbia art + design major and
EDM fan Ellen Tran said she thinks
the Congress Theater will be robbed of
some business opportunities with the
ban on EDM shows. Tran and Collins
when it comes to fans going to
other venues.

Unpaid Internship?

You Might Be Owed $$$
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“I feel like it is kind of a loss
for them because [EDM] is very
popular these days, and some
of the biggest shows that are
selling out now are electronic
concerts,” Tran said.
Despite the fact that the
Congress Theater was a major host
to EDM shows, DeRogatis said he
does not think it will affect the
Chicago EDM scene. He said the
community within the EDM genre
is being obscured by the EDM

promoter SFX Entertainment,
turning it into a corporate affair.
“I think you are going to see EDM
become blander on the giant corporate level,” DeRogatis said. “I think
you are going to see it become even
more sponsored. I think it’s going to
be the very lowest common denominator, all about the money. That’s
great because that means the underground scene will only thrive.”
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com

September 2, 2014 • 27
Arts & Culture

The FALL JOB FAIR welcomes local
businesses and organizations offering
off-campus paid employment. Come
prepared to leave with a lead:
+ Research companies beforehand
+ Bring multiple copies of your resume
+ Dress to impress

RESUMES REQUIRED
STUDENT REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 18TH
Learn more and sign up at colum.edu/jobfair

September 2, 2014 • 27

The Columbia Chronicle
28 • September 2, 2014

Air Traffic Controller lands listeners
DM: I just want them to feel some-

TYLER EAGLE
Editor-in-Chief

thing. The fact that people can go as
far as to say, “it’s about me.” To hear
“You Know Me” is someone’s wedding song—that’s huge. It’s a rockin’
wedding song, but we’ll take it. For
people to remember the music is a
big deal.

BOSTON-BASED INDIE-ROCK band Air

Traffic Controller is gaining notoriety as its songs rapidly draw the
attention of Spotify users.
Within weeks, their single, “You
Know Me,” has racked up hundreds
of thousands of plays on Spotify,
the music-streaming service, as vocalist Dave Munro and bassist Casey Sullivan’s duet “You Know Me”
and the band’s July 29 single “The
House” contribute to its profile.
The band’s name is inspired by
Munro’s former career as an air
traffic controller in the U.S. Navy. He
created the group after writing songs
during his deployment.
As the projects popularity grew
in his hometown it grew to include
Sullivan, lead guitarist Steve Scott
and drummer Rich Munro, Dave’s
older brother.
Air Traffic Controller’s music infuses pop styles with i the genre-typical soulfulness associated with
indie-rock. The band’s songs boast
strong vocals set against vibrant
bass, a recurrent theme on its 2012
album NORDO and recent single
“The House.”
The Chronicle had the chance
to speak with Munro and Sullivan
about their band’s dynamic interactions, their fan base and how they
became Air Traffic Controller.

THE CHRONICLE: How did you first
get involved in playing music and Air
Traffic Controller?
DAVE MUNRO: Before enlisting in

the Navy, I was a musician, but I
was just a hobbyist. I was inspired
by my surroundings, being out there

		

Your 2012 album NORDO was funded primarily through a Kickstarter
campaign that raised $12,131 from
150 backers. How did that make your
band feel?
DM: I realized that people do believe
in what we are doing. It inspired us
to really go all the way with it and
break boundaries so that we could
deliver the best record we could,
because these [backers] knew we
could. It made me think this could
actually be a career and that it could
be long-lasting.
Courtesy DEL PRIORE
Boston-based indie-pop band Air Traffic Controller debuted in 2009 and released their latest record NORDO in June 2012, funded it through a Kickstarter campaign
that raised $12,131.

[deployed] all alone in the military.
I had a lot more to say and a lot
more to write about. The loneliness
inspired me to start writing this
stuff down.

CASEY SULLIVAN: I met Dave

when I was younger, playing around
at local open mics. [Air Traffic
Controller] worked hard to get me
involved. They asked me to join the
band and now I am here.

What is it like working with one another?
DM: It is a dream come true. I just

got out of the Navy and I was trying to make something happen

musically. I had this duet, and out
of anyone I could have thought to
have sung the song with, it would
have been [Sullivan]. Working with
her has been a huge pleasure. We
have gotten a lot closer, and we have
become like family.

DM: It makes it all the more worth-

CS: Yeah, like brother and sister. We

Your duet “You Know Me” has approximately 2.4 million plays on Spotify
and has received positive reviews.
What do you hope people came away
with from your duet?

have a way of bouncing ideas off of
each other. We both have this way of
focusing on things. We get stuff done
quicker [because] we are usually on
the same page.

The MTV Video Music Awards
praised your work. How does that
make you feel?

CS: The most exciting thing is hear-

ing people saying, “That’s my song,”
because they are taking some ownership of our music and that’s what
its about–connecting to the music.

munity that supports Air Traffic
Controller. It felt more like a community than [financial backers].

How would you describe your songwriting process?
DM: I’m not the kind of songwriter

that can just sit down and write
something. It usually happens while
I am on the go. I just need to write it
down quick or sing it into my phone.
I don’t know if that means I have
ADD or something, but a lyric or
melody will just pop into my head
and I have to pursue it right then
and there. Most of the songs can be
done in minutes, but some verses I
work on for a week.
teagle@chroniclemail.com

Favorite singles or b-sides pre – 2000
Baxter Barrowcliff, Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Gina Scarpino, Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

I WANNA BE YOUR DOG The Stooges –1969
CAROLINE, NO Brian Wilson –1966
LONDON DUNGEON Misfits –1981
BANKROBBER The Clash–1980
(I’M GONNA) PUT IT ON The Wailers –1965

HEART-SHAPED BOX Nirvana –1993
CREEP Radiohead - 1992
I WILL DARE The Replacements –1984
TRAIN IN VAIN The Clash - 1980
ASLEEP The Smiths - 1985

Matt McCall, Features Editor
THIS CHARMING MAN The Smiths–1983
LOVE WILL TEAR US APART Joy Division–1980
PENNY LANE The Beatles–1967
MARIE’S THE NAME Elvis Presley–1961
WAVE OF MUTILATION (UK SURF) Pixies–1989

Spencer Hall,

Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

PAUL REVERE Beastie Boys–1986
RACING IN THE STREET Bruce Springsteen–1978
SWEET THING Van Morrison–1968
THIRTEEN Big Star–1972
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN The Clash–1981
28 • September 2, 2014

while. It certainly isn’t why we do
this—we don’t do it for the accolades. But to find out so many people are appreciating [our songs] and
listening to them and connecting to
them, that is the important thing.

CS: It was a testament to the com-

Max Green, Assistant Sports & Health Editor
NO NAME NO. 6 Elliott Smith –1997
CALL IT SANE Faraquet–1998
RATTLED BY THE RUSH Pavement–1995
TRANSMISSION Duster–1997

WORKIN’ ON LEAVIN’ THE LIVIN’ Modest Mouse–1998

Eddie Diaz, Assistant Sports & Health Editor
GET UP OFFA THAT THING James Brown–1976

WOO HAH! GOT YOU ALL IN CHECK Busta Rhymes–1996

END OF THE ROAD Boyz II Men–1992
HARD KNOCK LIFE Jay Z–1998
BILLIE JEAN Michael Jackson–1983
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Saturday, Sept. 6

EMILY’S ARMY

Miley Cyrus’ actions,
body both shamed
The pop star’s decision to
allow her friend Jesse to deliver
a message to VMA viewers about
youth homelessness made a strong
impression, sparking controversy
both within her fandom of Smilers
and among the haters.
The risqué photos, shot by Karl
Lagerfeld, designer and creative
director for Chanel, Fendi and
previously his own label, include a
color cover shot of Cyrus clothed in
what appears to be a plush leotard,
matching the stuffed animals she is
lying on top of.
Two black-and white shots show
a nude Cyrus, still atop a bed of
plush stuffed animals, with the
word “subscribe” blocking her
breasts in one photo and smiley
faces obscuring them in another.
The photos were something of
a striptease as they were posted
one by one, with each shot more
revealing than the last.
After Cyrus’ shocking 2013 VMA
performance-turned-twerk-sesh
involving Robin Thicke, followed
by a year of continuous attempts
to further shake up the public’s attempts at labeling her, critics have
been quick to consider her modest
moment at this year’s VMAs as a
sign of maturity.

Tuesday, Sept. 2

Now, with her upcoming nude
photos for V, some are retracting
their praise. Countless comments
on her Instagram photos condemn
her actions and beg for the days
when she was a “good girl.”
However, Cyrus isn’t doing anything that hasn’t been done before,
and the shock her actions elicit is
only due to her pre-teen success
at Disney. Her nude photos for V
magazine should not cancel out
her courageous gesture at the 2014
VMAs. Rather, they represent her
ability to celebrate both her adult
personality and her body.
While many have lashed out
against her for revealing it all—as
if she hasn’t flaunted it before—the
photos logically reflect her maturity, just not in the way that some
critics would prefer.

Sunday, Sept. 7

PARACHUTE

GROUNDATION

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
7 p.m.
$20

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m.
$20

Wednesday, Sept. 3

Wednesday, Sept. 3

HAWTHORNE HEIGHTS

THUMPERS

Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
4:30 p.m.
$15

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
7 p.m.
$5

Thursday, Sept. 4

Thursday, Sept. 4

X

SOL CAT

Chicago City Winery
1200 W. Randolph St.
8 p.m.
$35+

Beat Kitchen
2100 W. Belmont Ave.
8:30 p.m.
$10

Friday, Sept. 5

Saturday, Sept. 6

THE SOIL & THE SUN

JOYCE MANOR

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
7 p.m.
$15

Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7:30 p.m.
$13

ksenese@chroniclemail.com

Comics from Columbia’s
best and brightest.
Edited by Chris Eliopoulos

FOXYSQUEAKY.TUMBLR.COMT

MILEY CYRUS TOOK to Instagram Aug.
28 to tease a series of provocative
photos of herself posing for V magazine’s annual fall “Rebel” issue,
which is set to hit the stands Sept.
10. The photos included several
mildly censored nude shots.
Cyrus’ latest antic came just four
days after she brought an allegedly
homeless man named Jesse as
her date to the 2014 MTV Video
Music Awards and let him accept
her award in an effort to increase
awareness of youth homelessness
for the Hollywood homeless center
“My Friend’s Place.”

Township
2200 N California Ave.
4 p.m.
$10
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Artists of color do not ‘Retreat’ from the public eye
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

“Retreat,” an exhibition curated by installation artist Theaster
Gates, opened on Aug. 22 at the
Richard Gray Gallery, 875 N. Michigan Ave, allowing artists of color to
show their work.
Gates, a world-renowned Chicago artist, presented the exhibit as
an extension of his Black Artist Retreat, now in its second year. Many
of the artists exhibited at “Retreat”
have connections to Chicago.
Paul Gray, co-owner and director
of the Richard Gray Gallery and a
long-time friend of Gates, said the
artist had the initial idea for the
show, but the two worked together
to bring his idea to fruition.
“The genesis of the idea for the
exhibition was a shared one,” Gray
said. “There was a conversation
about things going on in Chicago at
the time and opportunities for artists that Theaster knows and feels
strongly about and the notion of an
exhibition that he might organize.”
Although Gates did not show
any of his own work in the exhibition, he was crucial to the show’s
existence by selecting each artist,
Gray said.
“[Gates] was solely responsible
for proposing the artists to be included in the show,” Gray said. “We
did not participate in that aspect of
it, so in that sense he was truly the
curator of the exhibition. But we
would host and present the show.”

The exhibition presents the idea
of retreat as the act of withdrawal
and contemplation, but artists display their personal perspectives
through their work. Nate Young, a
local artist whose work has been
shown across the country, contributed a series of work called “Untitled Diagrams” along with a piece
entitled “A Place for Us to Sit.”
“Those works are based on pedagogical didactics that are extracted from conversations with my
father,” Young said. “I think about
those pieces in relation to language,
trying to empty signs of their significance, so I think that there is some
kind of relationship in that to the
overall theme of the show.”
Derrick Adams, a multidisciplinary artist based in New York
City, has multiple pieces in the
show including, “Crossroads,”
which is a play on a self portrait. He
said his work related to the theme
in a different way.
“The work deals with the relationship to the body and architectural structures,” Adams said. “The
images are of myself juxtaposed
to things that are environmental
structures. My work relates to the
idea of ‘Retreat’ not necessarily as
an escape, but as a venture.”
The overall theme of the exhibit
took on a life of its own after Gates
was done curating the artists and
works that he wanted. Adams said
despite the obvious differences between the artists, all of the pieces
work well together.

“The idea of retreat has such a
broad meaning to different types of
people, as in the viewer as well as
the artist,” Adams said. “[The artists] are very different from each
other’s work but are rooted in fundamental ideas that join us and the
ideas of the show together.”
Even though the show was composed entirely of artists of color, the
works deviated from traditional racially-themed exhibits.
“It is more of a collection of artists who are of the same generation

and happen to be black,” Young said.
“The artists that were grouped together share a similar aesthetic and
interest in producing works that do
not reference blackness specifically—kind of a withdrawal from the
historical trajectory.”
The exhibit opened with much
success and the gallery was filled
with representations of Chicago’s
diversity, something new for the
gallery, Gray said.
“We have been in business for
over 50 years and have done hun-

dreds of openings, and this one had
a special, vibrant character to it. It
allowed us to reach out to an audience we usually do not see in the
gallery,” Gray said. “We do not represent many artists of color. That is
one of the reasons why we wanted
to do this show. We don’t represent
many younger artists either, so it
was especially exciting for us ... and
I think it is going to result in much
more than we anticipated. ”
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
“Accept the challenge of a mighty land” (above) by Kelly Lloyd, a Chicago-based artist, is on display at the John Hancock Center, 875 N Michigan Ave. until Oct. 4.
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‘Sin City’ ends summer with style, no substance
JOSH R. WEITZEL
Film Critic
IN 2005, ROBERT Rodriguez and Frank

Miller introduced moviegoers to
“Sin City,” an adaptation of a comic
book series revolving around dangerous criminals and the anti-heroes who stop them. Told in loosely
intertwining segments, the film
was notable for its use of vibrant
black-and-white visuals and an
unusual style that replicated the
source material.
After being stuck in development
for several years, its sequel, “Sin City:
A Dame to Kill For,” finally hit theaters Aug. 22.
While the film is visually
impressive, it lacks the gut-punching storytelling that made its
predecessor shine.
Frank Miller, writer of the “Sin
City” comic books, also adapted
the series for the screen. The story
that serves as the film’s subtitle,
“A Dame to Kill For,” is easily the
best story of the bunch. It follows
Dwight (Josh Brolin) who struggles to overcome the allure of his
ex-lover, Ava Lord (Eva Green) as
she plans to use him as a pawn in a
plot to steal her husband’s wealth.
Dwight must team up with Marv
(Mickey Rourke), a hulking crimefighter, to bring down Ava and her
titanic bodyguard Manute (Dennis
Haysbert) in an act of vengeance.
This story is more coherent than
the others and boasts a satisfying

Courtesy of Creative Commons

story arc.
Green is a particular standout as
she utilizes her classic Hollywood
sex appeal to create a highly entertaining femme fatale. This story
has enough substance to merit an
entire film of its own.
The remaining segments are not
nearly as fulfilling. One focuses
on a lucky gambler named Johnny
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt) and his
attempt to take down the highly
corrupt Senator Roark (Powers
Boothe). Although Johnny is an
engaging character and his plight
is entertaining, his story has an

unsatisfying conclusion and seems
to end shortly after its climax.
Another story focuses on Nancy
(Jessica Alba), an alcoholic stripper with a vendetta against Senator
Roark. Like Dwight, she enlists
Marv’s help in a quest for vengeance. The uninspired segment
acts as a lead-in for a flashy and violent conclusion that does too little
for the characters. The visuals try
to compensate for the severe lack of
good storytelling but fails to create
a sequel superior to its forerunner.
Using stark black and white
contrast, “Sin City: A Dame to Kill

For” is a visually gorgeous film that
strives for a bleak film noir feel.
Director, editor and cinematographer Robert Rodriguez uses typical
noir lighting styles, such as casting
shadows through venetian blinds
and cigarette smoke, to enhance
this theme. Rodriguez, best known
for “Grindhouse” and “Once Upon a
Time in Mexico” as well as the “Spy
Kids” franchise, has done his best to
visually replicate the beloved comic
books. On occasion, vivid colors
pop out against the background, a
technique imported straight from
the comics. This ranges from an

outstanding facial feature like sparkling eyes to a bloody head wound.
To magnify the effect, nearly every
drop of blood in the film is red.
Heavy use of voice-overs from several characters add an ethereal,
impersonal but content-appropriate aesthetic. However, shoddy
editing by Rodriguez ruins some
moments. Some of the action
scenes are bizarrely cut and it
becomes difficult to fully understand the sequence of events.
Another major flaw is that the
excessive sex and violence makes it
lose its shock value quickly. By the
time the final story rolls around,
the violence packs no punch.
In one of the final scenes where
Marv and Nancy invade a heavily guarded mansion, Nancy uses
a ridiculous pump-action crossbow while Marv employs the same
brute force he used earlier in the
film. The battle poses no challenge
and the end result is a completely
uninspired finale.
In addition to violence, the film
relies too heavily on sex—Green
spends an inordinate number of her
scenes nude. The use of her nudity
eventually becomes arbitrary and
detracts from the overall story.
“Sin City: A Dame to Kill For”
may boast special effects, but
that’s not enough to redeem
the film from a weak script and
poor storytelling.
jweitzel@chroniclemail.com

Try some of our
popular dishes!

SOUPS
STARTING AT $5.50
- Garden Citrus Soup
- Brown Rice Chicken Soup
- Thai Seafood Soup
- Spicy Beef Soup

ENTREES

WE DELIVER! EAT HEALTHY, STUDY WELL
614 S. Wabash (Across from Quincy Wong Center)
Open Monday-Sunday: 11am-11pm
Tel: 312-379-0970
Students receive
www.tamarindsushi.com

10% OFF

ALSO TRY OUR SISTER RESTAURANT, VORA AT 1028 N. CLARK ST.
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STARTING AT $9
- Kung Bao
- General Tso
- Szechwan Style
- Red or Green Curry

SUSHI
Spicy Tuna - $5
California - $5
Caterpillar - $11
Dragon - $15
Godzilla - $15
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Catherine Meng, communications manager at Community
Grains in Oakland, California, said
Community Grains focuses on giving whole milling and whole grain
the reputation it deserves.
“Both [whole milling and whole
grain] got a bad rap for a while, and
a lot of people decided, ‘Oh, I’m not
going to use that because it tastes
like cardboard,’” Meng said. “It’s
one of those things that the biggest part is getting people to try it
again and [getting rid of ] this idea
that it’s good for you so it doesn’t
taste good.”
Johnston and Meng both said
that producing stone-milled grain
flour is important for the historical
aspect and for the sake of supporting local farmers and economies.
“It’s a tried and true process that
worked for centuries, and it’s the
same concept as a mortar and pestle that’s worked for just as long,”

Johnston said. “Inheriting it is natural, and [the] breaking down of a
wheat berry of whatever grain to a
usable particle size without doing
more than you need to. There’s less
damage to your protein, and you’re
not going to be removing a lot of the
brans and endosperm.”
The Millers said they believe in
making their flour out of the highest quality grain possible. They said
they have been contracting farmers
in the Midwest and Montana to get
grains that are up to stone-ground
flour standards.
“It’s a really high-margin crop for
them because it doesn’t take a lot of
water, so it grows really well,” Dave
Miller said. “They can plant [wheat]
in leftover space if they need to. So,
ultimately, it’s just really good for
the farmers. We only want the highest quality grains, so we will source
them from wherever the highest
quality is. The Midwest produces
really incredible grains, so we have
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com

Courtesy DAVE MILLER
Dave and Megan Miller will be using stone-milled flour for all of their pies and other assorted baked goods at
their new bakery, Baker Miller, located in Lincoln Square.
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arrive at Williams’ house until 11
p.m., two hours after her initial call.
William’s ordeal is not only the
latest in a series of complaints
from South Side residents about
the extended times they have experienced waiting for police to arrive.
The Roseland community is
not the only neighborhood that
experiences extended emergency
response times.
Danielle Watson, a customer
service agent for the Illinois Currency Exchange at 149 N. Western
Ave. in the Near West Side neighborhood said she called 9-1-1 a few
months ago when an irate customer
walked into the store, but officers
never responded.
“No one ever came,” Watson said.
“I don’t know if they felt like it was
a serious situation, but you don’t
know how far [an irate customer]
can go.”
When asked by the Chronicle for
comment on these and other extended wait times, an official Chicago Police Department spokesperson declined to comment.
But CPD officer, James Blanden, who often patrols Englewood,
said 911 calls are ranked by priority
and often include situations that
need immediate response, such as
shootings, robberies and batteries
in progress.
“Sometimes it extends beyond
what you would think the typical
time is. We try to prioritize accordingly,” Blanden said. “What may

NOW LEASING

SOUTH LOOP

EXCITEMENT

take about a minute for us to arrive,
that person may think it took us five
[or] 10 minutes.”
The City of Chicago’s Office
of Emergency Management and
Communications said it does not
possess any records of emergency
response times from 2010 to 2014
responding to a Freedom of Information request from the Chronicle.
“I called 911 as shots were being fired,” Williams said. “At that
point I wasn’t hurt, but what if [the
shooters] were going to come back
around the house? [The police] are
not even here fast enough to see if
I’m dead, alive or if [they] even have
time to save me.”
The piercing sound of a gunshot
is all too familiar for Williams. In
April 2007, at the age of 16, she was
struck by a stray bullet intended for

a gang member, paralyzing her from
the waist down.
Watson said she thought long
wait times could be a result of the
lack of officers patrolling the South
Side or officers being overworked.
“They may feel like they’re helping, but a lot of [Chicagoans] feel
like they are not,” Watson said.
Herbert Redmond, a West Pullman resident, lives four blocks
from Roseland. He said he has
called police multiple times for domestic disturbances but hasn’t experienced long wait times.
“I called the police and they came
out in a timely manner,” Redmond
said. “I don’t know what the guidelines [are], but they get here in a
timely fashion.”
jscott@chroniclemail.com

Jessica Scott THE CHRONICLE
On Aug. 9, bullets flew through Jessica Williams home on the 500 block of 109th St., where Williams waited for
two hours for police to arrive on the scene. Photo shows four bullet holes in her wall.
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BLOG: Seriously, Science?
This blog, sponsored by Discover
Magazine, plucks out the most
ridiculous scientific studies of
the week and talks about their
findings. Some gems feature topics like, “What is the best cheese for pizza? Science
weighs in!” Science can get heavy, so this blogger
brings a sharp sense of humor and translates the scientific terms perfectly.
Check it out at: Blogs.discovermagazine.com/
seriouslyscience/
VIDEO: “The Simpsons Ice
Bucket Challenge” Channel
If you haven’t been paying attention, the ALS Ice Bucket
challenge has taken the U.S. by
storm. And now Homer Simpson has upped the ante
for everyone who decides to take the challenge by
having Bart drop more Arctic-themed items from a helicopter, including penguins, a Yeti, a polar bear and
an ice cream truck. The end result is hilarious and
entertaining, and creator Matt Groening’s signature
humor is as culturally lampooning as always.
Check it out at: Youtube.com/AnimationDomination

Natalie Craig Managing Editor

Tyler Eagle Editor-in-Chief

Kyra Senese Managing Editor

PHRASES TO LIVE BY
IN YOUR TWENTIES

AWKWARD MOMENTS
TO WATCH

REASONS BIG FAMILIES
ARE AWESOME

Fake it ‘til you make it: When I started my fashion blog,
I wanted to be like bloggers who got thousands of views
every day. I learned to emulate them and work harder. Now,
my blog is better than ever. No one knows what goes on
behind the scenes except for you, so play the part, even if
you have a ways to go.

Couples having fights: While a couple’s hardship may
be tragic, there is nothing more amusing than intimately related people throwing shade in a public place, especially in a busy
restaurant. Normally the thought of dirty laundry is unappealing,
but there is something entertaining about a lovers’ quarrel.

It’s a lot of fun: While some of my friends through the
years have gawked at the size of my family and doubted the
possibility that we all really do love each other, I know firsthand that growing up in a big family has its perks. Carpooling and trick-or-treating may have been difficult at times,
but there’s something to be said for traveling in numbers.

Work first, play later: Procrastination is the bane of
many students’ educational and professional success.
When you procrastinate, you spend more time doing exactly
what you’re trying to avoid. While it may feel better to say,
“I’ll do it tomorrow,” do it now and enjoy a play day.

Coworkers getting reprimanded: It is hard to be on the
receiving end of criticism at work when you screw up, but it’s amusing to watch it play out for someone you’re stuck with from 9—5 every weekday, particularly those who are your competition. If nothing
else, it’s a reminder that you’re doing something right—or less wrong.

It’s never too late to start over: If you’re not happy
with your situation today, try something new tomorrow. Being in your twenties is all about developing into the person
you want to be. You’re the only person you have to answer
to, so change it up until things are going your way.

Cheaters getting caught: Whether it’s a shadester
copying answers off a classmate’s test or a wandering boyfriend and angry girlfriend reenacting an episode of “Cheaters,” there is beauty in watching people get caught doing
things they know they shouldn’t. After all, the age-old adage
“cheaters never prosper” is still around for a reason.

Failure = opportunity: Instead of stressing yourself out
over the inevitable obstacles you will face in your life, look
at your failures as an opportunity to learn what not to do.
At this age you will catch quite a few curve balls, so learn
from them. It can be pretty exciting, too.

Whenever someone wins and someone loses: A
good victory speech can be uplifting, but so can the lemon-face of second-best. Those who handle loss gracefully
are role-models. Those who handle loss like Kanye West
circa the Taylor Swift-VMA debacle of 2009 are iconic.

Confidence is the key: Confidence can be hard to
come by at a time when stability is nearly unheard of, but
take extra time to appreciate yourself. You should be confident in how far you have come and what you want to do
in life. Hold your head high and everyone will hold doors
open for you.

Signing people into dorms after midnight: No
one throws a study party after 11 p.m. on a Saturday night.
Watching dozens of people blush under the judgmental
gazes of security guards as they sign in their “friends” at
1 a.m. is entertainment gold. Everyone knows what you’re
doing, and they’re judging.

My cousins are awesome: A few of them are toddlers
and some are nearing their 30s, but we all get along quite
well—at least, when we aren’t debating what movie to see
in theaters or what time we should take our organized nap
after Christmas dinner.
Solidarity is a thing: Our personalities may not all be
the same, but we do all share a great sense of humor. My
cousins and I have various interests from photography to
acting to writing, and we support each other whether we
understand those interests or not.
Someone is always there: If things take a turn for the
worse, I have my loving parents, five uncles, six aunts and
nearly 30 cousins from one side of the family within an hour
commute to come to my rescue. I always know that someone will be there, whether it’s in case of an emergency or a
severe case of boredom.
Family parties ensure flawless meals: Whenever it’s
someone’s birthday, a holiday or just a day off from school,
we all gather together to catch up, have some laughs and
share a huge meal that always includes mostaccioli and
gravy—never call it “sauce.”

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Arcade Fire performs the first of two shows in Chicago at The United Center on Aug. 26, 2014. The Grammy Award-winning band released its fourth studio album, “Reflektor” in Oct. 2013, which debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 20; selling 140,000 copies in its first week.
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No– just... no.

Uhmmm, WTF?

It’s whatever.

I can dig it.

YAAASS!

“The Leftovers” Season 1

“Teen Wolf” Season 4

“Tyrant” Season 1

“The Taser Photo Shoot” video

Beautiful yet dreary, “The Leftovers” offers a
realistic look into what life could be following a Rapture-like event. The characters are
complex and human. The story line is compelling and the cinematography is hauntingly
captivating. —T. Eagle

While it may be the crown jewel of MTV’s
scripted television, Teen Wolf’s stories have
become increasingly elaborate and hard to
follow. Coming off a strong season three, this
season has been punctuated by choppy transitions and weakly delivered stories. —T. Eagle

“Tyrant’s” concept is unique and could have
been a great show. However, the static characters detract from the show’s ability to entertain. Too often the lead character’s morals and
goals shift, producing a fractured plot and
barely tolerable characters. —T. Eagle

Fstopper photographer Patrick Hall has released a video of his new project: topless
people being filmed in slow motion demonstrating painful facial expressions. You’ll like
the hilarious, weird and sexual facial expressions that people make. —L. Tussey

Chase Bank mobile app

Kim Kardashian Hollywood app

Jaybird Bluebuds

Delta Airlines app

The Chase Bank app is not only highly effective but also extremely convenient for young,
on-the-go college students. It eliminates receipts and allows to you complete a number
of transactions from a smartphone in a matter
of seconds. —K. Holley

It’s no surprise that this game became the most
addictive and useless part of my day. There is
no skill required. If you’re waiting for the train
or you want to pass the time, it’s worth downloading. Otherwise, let’s not and say we did.
—C. Degen

They cost about $150, but Jaybird Bluebuds
are worth the investment. These bluetooth
headphones can be switched between devices without ever unplugging or taking them out
of your ears, and they even connect with a few
simple clicks. —J. Boylen

The 2.8.1 update of the Delta Airlines smartphone app is better than ever. The update now
offers packages that include TV shows, movies
and music. I love flying Delta, and I’ll continue
to fly with them as long as this app is around.
—K. Davis

“Break the Rules” by Charli XCX

“Tied to a Star” by J Mascis

“Manipulator” by Ty Segall

“Annabel Dream Reader” by The Wytches

Last week, Charli XCX released “Break The
Rules,” her rebellious pop anthem about “getting high and getting wrecked.” Charli released
the video for “Break The Rules” earlier this
week in which she fittingly plays a teen rebel.
—G. Scarpino

J Mascis, the lead singer and guitarist for
the legendary alternative band Dinosaur Jr.,
shows a softer side on his sixth solo release,
“Tied To A Star.” With a softer sound than fans
may expect, Mascis shows his range with lush
guitars and enchanting harmonies. —S. Hall

Ty Segall’s new record is the perfect way to
end the summer. With its shimmering sound
and catchy hooks, those unfamiliar with Segall’s music will like “Manipulator.” Now that
club-bangers are the norm, it’s nice to hear an
old-school rock album. —S. Hall

The Wytches, a self-styled surf-psych trio from
England, marries Dick Dale and Nirvana with
the Monks and Flat Duo Jets in their debut album released Aug. 25, “Annabel Dream Reader,” the perfect soundtrack for a punk rock
Spaghetti Western. —B. Barrowcliff

“Your Face in Mine” by Jess Row

“Telegraph Avenue” by Michael Chabon

Coffee with no sleeves

Lindor Chocolate Truffles

This novel about Martin Wilkinson, a man who
underwent racial reassignment surgery from
white to black, had potential for social commentary but loses itself in its main character.
Still, the book is well written and has a good
idea at its heart. —E. Earl

In Pulitzer-prize winning author Michael Chabon’s seventh novel, “Telegraph Avenue,” readers are thrown into a world that’s relatable.
Shuffling racial, emotional and ethical tensions into his deck, Chabon leaves readers
wondering what’s next. —M. Green

Without a sleeve on my coffee cup, my morning takes a burn for the worst. I take these
nifty little hand protectors for granted and
didn’t realize their full power until the time
came when Panera ran out and I had to carry
my hot coffee with a flimsy napkin. —L. Tussey

There is nothing more I would rather have in
my mouth than an “irresistibly smooth” Lindor
chocolate truffle. I don’t even care if it melts in
my mouth or in my hands because I’m going
to end up eating it anyway, even if I have to lick
it off of my fingers. —A. Haleem
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Keep Lucas museum FYS task force needs student voice
on Lake Michigan
FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR, COLUMBIA’S

A JUNE 24 announcement that
George Lucas, creator of the “Star
Wars” series, plans to pursue a
Museum Campus location for the
Lucas Museum of Narrative Art
has sparked debate between Lucas
enthusiasts and environmentalists.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has
voiced his support for the museum,
which is expected to generate $2 to
$2.2 billion over a 10-year period
in tourism revenue. Lucas will
fund the museum’s site’s $2 million
environmental clean-up and
construction process, according
to the article on pages 22-23.
However, environmentalists
are concerned that the possible
pollutants underneath the site will
be harmful when exposed, and the
construction of the museum will
violate a 1973 ordinance outlawing
private development along the
lakefront.

are not there to enjoy the view of
Lake Michigan. Lucas also plans
on including landscaping and a
pedestrian bridge, according to a
July 28 museum press release.
The unearthing of potentially
carcinogenic pollutants
remaining from the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871–detected
by the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency beneath the
lots–has also concerned some
environmentalists. The toxic
residue of the Chicago Fire
should not prevent Chicago from
accepting a museum, especially
because many buildings have been
erected in the surrounding area
since 1871 without apparent ill
effect. Environmental cleanup
is a normal part of construction
in Chicago—many of the city’s
neighborhoods are built atop old
industry sites.

Environmentalists should step back from George
Lucas’ lakefront museum
It has been suggested by Friends
of the Parks, an organization that
works to protect Chicago’s parks,
that Lucas move his museum
to a different site in Chicago,
possibly to a South or West Side
neighborhood where blighted
communities could benefit from
the addition. However, because
Lucas is funding the museum and
any clean up, his wishes should
be respected or Chicago could
risk losing out on a significant
economic booster and a unique
cultural institution housing Lucas’
extensive collection of art.
Those opposed to the Museum
Campus site, such as Friends of
the Parks, are not looking at the
bigger picture. Friends of the Parks
is concerned that the lakefront
will be too congested and lack
open space, according to a May 20
Friends of the Parks press release.
However, the site of the potential
museum is currently located on
Solider Field and McCormick
Place parking lots. While tailgating
Bears fans enjoy the lots, they

If the city wants to fully reap
the benefits from the museum, it
is imperative that the museum
be a part of the Museum Campus
instead of placing it in another
neighborhood. The Chicago City
Pass, a popular tourist purchase,
allows access to the three Museum
Campus institutions—the Shedd
Aquarium, Adler Planetarium and
the Field Museum—for up to 30
days. Because the museums are
located close together, visitors
can easily jump from one museum
to another. If Lucas’ museum is
built too far from the Museum
Campus, tourists may pass up on
the institution.
Big plans often necessitate
some sacrifices, and the concerns
environmentalists have are
not without merit, but Lucas’
promise to assume all of the
financial responsibilities for the
museum can only benefit a city
that desperately needs the money.
Chicago cannot afford to lose the
museum, but Lucas can afford to
lose Chicago.

introductory course for first-year
students, is contemplating major
changes this year as the college
creates a task force to restructure
the program, including the process
of how teachers are chosen, as
reported Aug. 25 by The Chronicle.
Shortly after the Aug. 13
resignation of FYS Acting Director
Douglas Reichert Powell was said
at a forum for FYS instructors,
Stan Wearden, senior vice
president and provost, announced
that he would like to see the
department chairs select their best
professors to teach the course.
Wearden also said those professors
should be encouraged to bring their
specialized area of study
and expertise.
To ensure the changes are
beneficial and worthwhile for
students, the task force should
include students to discuss their
past FYS experiences and changes
they would like to see. The course
should also have a more structured
curriculum but still retain its focus
on social issue topics.

The current class is intended
to allow students to hone their
creative skills with topics focused
on identity, ethics and creative
vision, according to the course
description. This varies from many
other colleges with introductory
seminar courses designed for
first-year students. For example,
the Oberlin College directory offers
more than 30 freshman seminar
courses, such as The Privileged and
the Marginalized and Jane Austen
Then and Now, that students can
choose from, each focusing on
different social issues and cultural
topics. By contrast, Columbia’s
FYS courses allow instructors to
individualize their curriculum by
offering a variety of films and texts
they can choose from, such as the
play “Antigone” and film “Crash.”
Providing seminars with specific
topics is more useful to students
because it ensures they are placed
in a class that interests them.
Nevertheless, it is important that
all courses have clear goals and
be structured in a manner that
engages their students’ interests.

Wearden also encouraged
professors to focus on their field
of expertise when teaching FYS,
but because students are randomly
enrolled in the class, they could
be stuck learning about a topic
unrelated to their interest. This
could give students a negative view
of Columbia early in their college
career and discourage retention.
To ensure that students benefit
from the class, students that have
taken FYS should be a part of the
task force. Those students can
talk about their experiences and
give meaningful input to changes
under consideration. The Student
Government Association could
select students for the task force.
By ensuring students are part
of the task force, it forces the
administration to give students’
suggestions serious consideration
and ensures positive change.
As the class that is often a
student’s first experience at
Columbia, it is imperative that
the course has precise goals that
are appealing and valuable to the
student body.
NATIONAL EDITORIAL

FDA tissue ban outdated, discriminatory

AN IOWA WOMAN is calling for the
Food and Drug Administration to
lift its ban on tissue donations from
men who have sex with other men
(MSM) after her deceased 16-yearold son’s eye and skin donations
were denied because he identified
as gay and she was unable to
answer questions about his sexual
history, according to an Aug. 12 Des
Moines Register report.
The FDA’s ban is a remnant of
the 1980s AIDS crisis when little
else was known about the disease
other than its high incidence and
fatality rates among sexually active
gay men. Since then, stigmas
attached to gayness have lessened
and the advent of better HIV
detection methods and treatments
have rendered the FDA’s policy
more bigoted than fact-based. The
ban unjustly prevents gay men
from making tissue donations and
endangers the lives of individuals
on donation lists awaiting
imperative transplants.
While gay and bisexual men
accounted for 63 percent of
new HIV infections in 2010,

the remaining 37 percent can
be attributed to other groups,
according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
The FDA’s ban appears to be based
on an outdated stereotype that only
gay men can contract HIV. Because
the FDA did not know the teen’s
sexual history, it was assumed his
identity as a gay man meant he
was sexually active and therefore
too great of a risk. This is an unfair
assumption that the FDA applies to
all gay men and MSMs.
The ban seems even less logical
considering that organ donations
of gay men are accepted by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, which is why the gay
teen’s organs were transplanted
but not the tissues. The U.S. HHS
oversees the donation of organs
such as the heart, kidneys and
pancreas, according to its website.
While organs are considered a
life-saving donation and tissues
considered a life-enhancing
donation, according to the
department’s website, all donations
should be thoroughly screened for

diseases and rejections should be
based on medical grounds. It is the
FDA’s policy to test all organ and
tissue donations, according to the
CDC’s website.
Criticism of the FDA’s policy
surrounding gay individuals
shows the medical establishment
is moving past the stereotype
of HIV being a gay disease, as in
2013 when the American Medical
Association voiced disapproval of
the FDA’s lifetime ban on gay men
donating blood.
One tissue donor can enhance
the lives of 50 people, according to
the U.S. HHS’s website. Banning
gay men from donating tissue
negatively affects potential tissue
recipients and hinders their quality
of life.
The FDA should consider the
changing views of society and
adopt a more socially tolerant
attitude like other health
authorities. It would prevent the
FDA from treating gay people as
second-class citizens and would
provide those who need donations
with more choices.
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Research studies focusing on women should not be sexist
studies are released to the media
under sexist headlines such as
this one from Aug. 19 “Love makes
sex better for most women”
and this from Aug. 17 “Risky
situations increase women’s
anxiety, hurt their performance
compared to men,” both published
by the American Sociological
Association. The research studies
themselves are published under
more technical titles in the actual
journals, but the results remain
the same. The problem is twofold:
Science writers report the study
with a sexist spin as it is written
in the press release, and even if
the findings are unbiased, they are
often lost in the haze of
vague language.
It is a good thing that
researchers are focusing on
women at all, but these topics are
too superficial and provide no
answers to the observations they
make. Instead, they serve to further
accentuate the stereotyping of men
and women.
The labeling of the studies
is often misleading, which is
scientifically irresponsible as
well. For example, the findings
in “Love makes sex better for
most women,” a study from
Pennsylvania State University
College of Medicine, makes the
results sound sweeping for all
women. What it fails to mention in

ELIZABETH EARL
Copy Chief
WOMEN IN THE sciences have been

breaking the glass ceiling wide
open since Marie Curie changed
medicine forever when she brought
her findings about radiation
forward 80 years ago, but the scales
remain uneven for men and women
in the sciences.
A study published in the
Proceedings of the National
Association for the Advancement
of the Sciences in August 2012
found academic institutions still
prefer hiring males over females.
On the research end, many studies
published every week address
women in a condescending,
narrow-minded way that does
nothing to advance a more
egalitarian view of gender.
Press releases reporting research

the headline is that the sociologists
only interviewed 95 women in New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New
York. The limited sample size and
geographical region could sway the
results. For instance, the attitudes
conveyed in the interviews could
be completely different if the
study was done in states such as
Minnesota, California and Texas.
What’s more is that it fails to
contrast any relationship between
men and women’s attitudes or to
apply any meaningful use for this
study. It instead becomes a mildly

more than another unfulfilled
question. After all, science begins
with observations: If women with
wider hips tend to engage in sex
more, the researchers should
investigate those cases further and
find the reasons why.
True, women are physically and
mentally different from men on
many counts. They often merit
separate studies, and the inclusion
of females as test subjects was
long-neglected. In May, the
National Institutes of Health
ordered research labs to begin

Research studies about women are a step
forward from the past but are still imbalanced

interesting semi-fact about women
that could be used for good or ill
against them.
This tendency is not unique.
Another study released this past
April titled “Researchers compare
hip width and sexual behavior”
from the University of Leeds
concluded that women with wider
hip circumferences tend to be
more sexually active, which on
the surface may sound like an
epiphany, but is really nothing

including female test subjects—
believe it or not, few labs included
female rats in their test groups—to
include findings on how drugs
affect women as well as men. This
was a positive use of the concept,
as it benefits women without
making them a foreign subject.
Fortunately, some scientists are
aware of this lurking prejudice.
A group of seven researchers
published a joint commentary in
“Nature” imploring society not to

use their findings to blame mothers
after a number of studies about
epigenetic effects on babies—
genetic traits that do not come
from the genes themselves but
the way the environment causes
them to be expressed—emerged in
the last few years. In this case, it
would be easy to do so. The findings
seem to indicate that some factors,
such as trauma or nutrition,
come directly from the mother’s
behavior, but as the commentary
in “Nature” asks, what about the
contributions from the father?
These studies are not wrong
in principle, but the execution
makes them laughable and possibly
damaging. To prevent possible
repercussions, the universities
sponsoring these studies must
more carefully evaluate what
the goal of the research is before
funding it. At the other end of
the process, the writers need to
be careful of making sweeping
statements about their findings. It
takes hundreds of repetitions in
a variety of conditions to justify a
theory— presenting findings should
always be done conditionally.
Having women in the lab is one
thing, but treating them equally is
another. Research studies must
begin treating them as people, not a
foreign specimen.
eearl@chroniclemail.com
STUDENT POLL

What could be changed about First-Year Seminar?
“It should be about getting used to being in
college. That’s what First-Year Seminar would
be about ... getting to know your campus and
getting how college works.”
Carla Sanchez senior cinema art + science major
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“I liked First-Year Seminar and I wouldn’t change
anything. I enjoyed the free-style curriculum.”

Cae Jones sophomore music major

Paige Jordan sophomore marketing communication major

E

600 S. MICHIGAN AVE

A

1104 S. WABASH AVE

L
NIC

O

R
CH

“If someone from my department had taught
[First-Year Seminar], I would’ve liked it better.”
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Quinn signs campus-wide smoking ban

MATT MCCALL
Features Editor

COLLEGE SMOKERS HAVE something

new to wheeze about this semester.
Gov. Pat Quinn signed the Smoke
Free Campus Act Aug. 17 to ban
smoking on all state-funded public
college and university campuses,
part of Quinn’s initiative to protect non-smokers from unwanted
exposure to secondhand smoke
and improve public health in
Illinois, according to an Aug. 17
press release from the governor’s
office.
“We want all schools to be
healthy, clean and productive places
of learning for Illinois’ bright young
minds,” Quinn said in the press
release. “This new law will improve
the health of our students and
encourage healthier lifestyles after
college graduation.”
James Martinez, a spokesman
for the American Lung Association,
said the law will promote smoking
cessation on campuses statewide.
“There’s tons of research that
shows that smoke-free policies
[lead] to lower smoking prevalence
rates,” Martinez said. “That’s one of
the reasons we’re excited about this.
This is a milestone for Illinois. It
took a while for elementary schools
and high schools to go smoke-free,

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Joanna Debska, 26, an accounting major at University of Illinois at Chicago, said she thinks there should be a
compromise between the two extremes, such as enforced smoke-free zones.

but now it’s reached institutions of
higher education.”
The ban will take effect July
1, 2015, and will give colleges 10
months to craft their own policies
and disciplinary measures in accordance with the law. All institutions
are required to assemble a smokefree task force by Dec. 31, according
to the press release.
While some institutions may
find the change sudden, Eric Jome,
director of media relations at
Illinois State University, said the

institution saw it coming.
“This is not going to be as big a
leap for Illinois State University
as it might be for other colleges,”
Jome said. “We were kind of moving toward that anyway, and I think
there’s a pretty positive sentiment
on campus.”
A student-led initiative was
implemented at the Southern
Illinois University campus in
January 2013 to expand no-smoking zones in areas of high student traffic. Jome said the same

committee that implemented the
initiative last year will reconvene
to assess what changes need to be
made to comply with the new law.
“There are a lot of details [to
work out],” Jome said. “We’ve got
public streets that come through
here, so we will have to look into
[that]. [Should there be] special
conditions on campus property
as opposed to public streets, such
as large events in parking lots,
like tailgating at football games?
There is going to have to be a lot
of examination.”
The ALA is hosting a workshop
for administrators and student leaders to aid campuses in carrying out
and designing their own smoke-free
policy on Oct. 29 at the Will County
Health Department in Joliet.
Michele Guerra, director of the
University of Illinois Wellness
Center, is speaking at the workshop. Guerra said communication
and education was essential to
implementing the student-initiated
smoke-free policy on the university’s
Urbana-Champaign campus when
it was introduced eight months ago.
This included students who volunteered as “smoke-free ambassadors”
to talk to students who were not
in compliance with the change.
“We wanted to give people a
chance to get used to the policy

and build a culture that supported
being smoke-free rather than just
enforcing a rule,” Guerra said. “We
communicated the reasons why
the policy was going into effect
[and appealed] to people’s sense of
community and educating people
about the detriments of outdoor
secondhand smoke.”
Jome said he does not think the
shift will surprise students and faculty, as the current trend on college
campuses has been to implement
similar policies.
“We don’t delude ourselves that
everyone will be completely happy
about it,” Jome said. “But I think, on
the whole, people are going to expect
this and will cope pretty decently
with it.”
Martinez said laws like the Smoke
Free Campus Act can create a gradual cultural change even if they do
not show effect immediately.
“When they passed the seat belt
law, cops were not necessarily pulling over people because they didn’t
have their seat belts,” Martinez
said. “Sure, it probably happened,
but that wasn’t the point. The point
was really to educate people that it’s
important that you wear your seat
belt because these things can happen and here’s why.”
mmccall@chroniclemail.com

Mosquitoes bug Northwest Chicagoans
TATIANA WALK-MORRIS
Associate Editor
AN INFLUX OF mosquitoes caused by
sporadic weather conditions has
led city officials to begin targeting mosquito breeding grounds to
protect Chicagoans from possible
West Nile virus infections.
The Chicago Department of
Public Health began spraying portions of the city’s Northwest Side
on Aug. 20, according to a statement
from the city.
The Illinois Department of Public
Health announced Aug. 19 that the
first human case of West Nile virus
WARD 31

WARD 36

in Illinois this year had been diagnosed. The patient is recovering in
her West Ridge home, according to
the city’s statement.
“When our mosquito traps indicate that the West Nile virus may
threaten human health in a community, we take decisive action,”
said Chicago Department of Public
Health Commissioner, Bechara
Choucair in a statement.
Zenivex, an insecticide used to
control disease-carrying mosquitoes, was sprayed in portions of the
36th, 38th and 41st Wards on Aug. 20
and Aug. 27 in the 29th, 30th, 31st,
36th and 37th wards, according to
Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE
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the statement issued by the city’s
public health department.
Conditions in Chicago’s Southwest
and Northwest sides are usually
optimal for breeding mosquitoes,
according to Cort Lohff, medical
director of Environmental Health
for the Chicago Department of
Public Health.
In addition to spraying insecticide from trucks into residential areas, the city also distributes
and monitors larvicide in catch
basins around the city, which prevent mosquito larvae from maturing into adults, Lohff said. It’s
important for Chicagoans to protect themselves from mosquitoes,
he said.
“In some ways, it’s most important for people to take measures
themselves from ever being [bitten]
by mosquitoes,” Lohff said.
Experts suggest there are more
effective methods to control mosquitoes in urban areas than spraying
insecticides from trucks. While controlling mosquito larvae is effective,
treating storm drains and clearing

mosquitoes from sewers also works
well for urban areas, according to
Joseph Conlon, technical advisor to the American Mosquito
Control Association.
“Urban areas are problematic,
primarily due to the heat being given
off by the buildings and the types of
drafts you have,” Conlon said. “In
the case of West Nile virus, they’ve
also found that the mosquitoes that
transmit West Nile virus tend to
hang out in these drains themselves
and in the sewers.”
Residents of the 38th Ward were
concerned about the West Nile
virus following a storm that brought
standing water to the local cemetery, said Tim Cullerton, alderman
of the 38th Ward.
While the city sprays insecticides
and monitor catch basins, residents
should call 311 if they see an inordinate number of dead birds or any
standing water, Cullerton said.
“During the last rain storm in
the western part of the ward, we
had a lot of flooding earlier in the
summer right around mosquito

season in the cemeteries,” Cullerton
said. “It takes a couple of weeks to
dissipate the water completely,
which is enough time to breed
the mosquitoes.”
To stop mosquitoes from breeding near homes, Conlon said eliminating standing water in places such
as ditches and drains because they
require still water to breed and lay
their eggs.
People can also monitor ventilation systems, windows and door
screens to prevent mosquitoes
from coming inside, Conlon said.
Wearing long, loose clothing and
Environmental Protection Agencyapproved mosquito repellent helps
keep mosquitoes from biting while
outdoors, he said.
“Wear clothing that’s loose
fitting because mosquitoes can
and will bite through tight clothing,” Conlon said. “Particularly in
Illinois, repellency and effectiveness of repellency could be a matter
of life and death.”
twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
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Say goodbye to gayborhoods
ALEXA RUFFINO
Assistant Metro Editor
BOYSTOWN, A LAKEVIEW neighborhood

known as the city’s preeminent gay
district, may soon see a shift in its
demographics as more straight
couples move into the area and gay
residents move out.
In recent years, the most well
known gay neighborhoods in
America have seen demographc
changes as the segregation of gay
and straight residents has steadily
decreased throughout America, according to the 2010 U.S. Census.
The number of male partner
households decreased by 9.8 percent while female partner households decreased by 13.6 percent,
showing that gay and straight
couples are migrating into similar
neighborhoods, according to the
Census Bureau report.
Nico Mule, a Boystown resident,
said the increasing integration of
both straight people and gay people in a neighborhood is a sign that
social attitudes have shifted, and
there is more tolerance.
“If anything, that means people
are okay with places [where] there
are a lot of gay people,” Mule said.
“I think in terms of diversity, it’s a
good thing. In terms of people being
more accepting, that’s a good thing.”
Amin Ghaziani, an associate professor of sociology at the University

of British Columbia, researched the
demographics of straight and gay
neighborhoods, which resulted in
a book called “There Goes the Gayborhood?” detailing his research
regarding the movement.
“If we just look at the most visible gayborhoods, places like the
Castro in San Francisco or West
Hollywood or Boystown in Chicago,
then we might be tempted to conclude that these areas are diluting
and de-gaying,” Ghaziani said in a
Q-and-A with Princeton University
Press for his book.
Andy Thayer, co-founder of Gay
Liberation Network, also said the
movement could be seen as a sign
that gays are becoming more accepted in the U.S.
To date, 19 states have legalized
same-sex marriage, which has in
turn advanced gay acceptance and
equality, he said.
“With the victory of equal marriage rights in Illinois and the passage of previous legislation, more
LGBT people feel like they don’t
have to live in the gay entertainment system in order to walk comfortably down the street with their
spouse or boyfriend or girlfriend,”
Thayer said.
Not only does the national acceptance of the gay community propel
changes in neighborhoods such as
Boystown, but real estate prices are
pushing people out of these neigh-

borhoods and have been for a long
time, Thayer said.
“The vast majority of LGBT people are working class and can’t afford that kind of rent,” Thayer said.
“[They] can’t afford to buy condos
in such a pricey neighborhood.
Even Andersonville [another gay
neighborhood in Chicago] is pushing a lot of people out.”
According to real estate agent
Anthony Nowak, the Lakeview
neighborhood is one of the cheapest on the city’s north side.
Same-sex couples annually earn
$15,000 less than the average heterosexual household, and 20 percent of gay couples are more likely
to live in poverty compared to nine
percent of straight couples, according to Ghaziani.
“It’s a reflection that, as we push
for social and legal equality, people
feel like they don’t have to live in
‘gay ghettos,’” Thayer said.
Joshua Beattie and Xiaoying
Yang, a straight couple and residents of Boystown, recently moved
to the neighborhood and have
enjoyed the atmosphere. Beattie
and Yang said they feel safe in the
neighborhood and the gay aspect
does not bother them.
“I don’t really see too many
dangerous things going on around
here,” Beattie said.
aruffino@chroniclemail.com

SHAWN TAYLOR

Occupation: President of Treetop Consulting
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MATT MCCALL
Features Editor
SHAWN TAYLOR HAS noticed a trou-

bling trend in her hometown of Alton, Illinois, a small town about 300
miles south of Chicago where black
men are dying as young as 50, often
leaving a heartbroken family without a source of income and a leaderless community behind.
Taylor, a former reporter for the
Chicago Tribune and Detroit Free
Press and the president of Treetop Consulting, a media consulting
firm, decided she needed to bring
attention to the issue. As these men
die, fewer are left to fight inequality in the community, epitomized
by the longstanding struggle with
Alton’s police department to hire
more black officers. She began
shooting and self-funding her first
documentary, “Gone Too Soon: Alton’s Endangered Black Men,” in
June to examine the socioeconomic
impact these deaths have on Alton
through two of the town’s most distinguished families, the Caffeys and
the Carmens.
Taylor is trying to raise money for
her self-funded project through an
Indiegogo campaign that launched
Aug. 8 and runs though Sept. 22.
The Chronicle spoke with Taylor
about her film, the Indiegogo campaign and the families of Alton.

THE CHRONICLE: What inspired you
to make this film?
SHAWN TAYLOR: I always noticed

that black men in my hometown
die young and there’s just a lot of
death. I’m lining it up so people
can see the connection between
the families, the church—which is
where people deal with all of this
pain and all of this loss—and then
looking at the people who are still
there. A burden that [is] sometimes placed on them because there
are fewer to stand up and fight for
equality in the community. There’s
been a long-going dispute with the
police department over its lack of
hiring African-American police officers. There are two on a force of
60. You’re hearing about the same
thing going on in Ferguson, Missouri, which is just across the river.
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(Top) Couple Joshua Beattie and Xiaoying Yang, new residents of Boystown, said they feel safe in the neighborhood. (Bottom) Many residents
and businesses are relocating as the once predominantly gay neighborhood attracts more straight residents.
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Neighborhood: Oak Park

Why did you focus on the Caffey and
Carmen families?

The men I will be focusing on who
have died are connected to these
families in one way or another:
classmates, church members, best
friends, neighbors, husbands and
wives. The Caffey family is known
for its contributions to the community. Bernetta Caffey and Tom
Caffey have been mentors of young
people in the community and their
three sons are active [in the community] as well. Billy Carmen was
one of two black construction company owners in Alton. His death
had a tremendous impact because
Alton, as racially mixed as it is, still
deals with issues such as employment opportunities.

How are you approaching your first
attempt at a documentary?
I have been given the opportunity
to work with a production company in Chicago; they have a program
for diverse voices [and] diverse
films. I would like to be a part of
that so I can really dig in and learn
more about how to do this. In the
meantime, I’m watching a lot of
documentaries and thinking about
whether I like this style or that style.

Do you expect to raise all $35,000
through your Indiegogo campaign?
It’s a tall order to raise $35,000.
The great thing about Indiegogo is
if I don’t hit the goal, at least I get
something. I’m funding this out of
my own pocket at the moment.

What message are you trying to convey with this documentary?
I want people to care about and
value the lives of black men. This
country has a serious devaluation
problem as it relates to black men.
We’re seeing it in the police shootings [and] why it doesn’t happen
to any other racial or ethnic group.
I also wanted to start a conversation about how they can better care
for [and] protect themselves. Men
who are civically involved who do
well for their families, I want them
to also think that doing well for
your family and for your community also means taking especially
good care of yourself because we
need you.
mmccall@chroniclemail.com
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Alderman’s bike lane project leaves cyclists in the streets
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
MARK SERLETIC HAS been riding his
bicycle for two years and understands the importance of protected bike lanes on busy streets in
the city.
Unfortunately for cyclists like
Serletic, Alderman John Arena
(45th Ward) canceled plans for a
bike lane that would have protected
cyclists along Milwaukee Avenue in
Gladstone Park.
Arena’s office did not return multiple requests for comment.
Serletic, 27, said accidents are
inevitable for cyclists, a reality he
begrudgingly accepts.
“Everyone seems to get hit, so I
think I’m due for a collision at some
point,” Serletic said. “I’m deathly
afraid of it.”
Julie Hochstadter, director of
TheChainLink.org, an online community and social network for cyclists, said protected bikes lanes are
important because they help separate cyclists from cars.
Hochstadter said on streets,
such as Milwaukee and Western
avenues, cyclists face the danger
of being hit by vehicle passengers opening their doors into the
bike lanes.
“The issue is getting ‘doored,’”
Hochstadter said. “There is only
so much room on a street and I’m
more comfortable riding along
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Alderman John Arena (45th Ward) canceled the proposal to consruct protected bike lanes leaving cyclists prone to crashes and unclear paths. Cyclisits ride on the busy intersection of Milwaukee and Central Avenues.

moving cars than parked cars.”
Serletic said that changing the
speed limit for vehicles close to
bike lanes will not make the streets
safer for cyclists.
“I don’t think slowing down cars
is going to make a difference,” Serletic said.
If cyclists and drivers communicated effectively with each other
and use their signals, then it would
be a non-issue.
“You can move fast as long as
you’re paying attention,” Serletic
said. “People need to signal, pay attention and communicate.”
Chris Sutphen, seven-year cyclist and sales associate at Rapid
Transit Cycleshop, 1900 W. North

Ave., said some of the problems cyclists experience come from cars
and fellow cyclists.
“You don’t have trust or faith in
that person next to you, that they’re
not going to swerve and do something that’s going to cause an accident,” Sutphen said. “It’s a lot better there’s more awareness.”
Sutphen said protected bike
lanes are essential to ensure the
safety of cyclists and that he would
like to see them expanded, especially on Milwaukee Avenue.
Serletic said the streets should be
wider to allow for bigger bike lanes.
However, he said bike lanes still
pose a safety concern to cyclists.
“I like the idea of protected bike

lanes, but not ones that are protected by cars,” Serletic said. “To me,
they don’t seem any safer. You still
have pedestrians walking in and out
so it becomes another sidewalk.”
Serletic said streets like Milwaukee, Damen and Western avenues
could be safer not only for drivers
but for cyclists as well.
“Places like Western Avenue and
Ashland are basically death traps,”
Serletic said. “It sucks because
they’re useful streets.”
Serletic said cyclists can make
bike lanes and busy streets safer by
paying attention.
Another way for the city to avoid
congestion and decrease accidents
is by following the lead of other

metropolitan areas like Minneapolis, Seattle and Boston, which have
bike-dedicated roads and highways.
Sutphen and Serletic both said
they would love to have a bike-dedicated road in Chicago, as it would
provide camaraderie and safety
amongst the cyclists.
“If [Bike-dedicated roads] were
actually blocked off for bikers, it
would be awesome,” Serletic said.
“Keep us separate.”
Sutphen said it will add safety for
Chicago bikers.
“It pushes all the bikers to one
location, but it creates a much safer
spot for them,” Sutphen said.
jscott@chroniclemail.com
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Mega Mall reconstruction may give residents more options
ALEXA RUFFINO
Assistant Metro Editor
LOGAN SQUARE’S DISCOUNT Mega Mall
may be redeveloped after Terraco
Real Estate Development and Management submitted a proposal to
bring a large grocery store, fitness
center and other small retail stores
to the commercial space.
Discount Mega Mall, located at
2500 N. Milwaukee Ave., is currently a 130,680 square-foot indoor flea
market that sells clothing, jewelry,
cell phones and a variety of other
goods for low prices.
Despite the large square footage
the building offers, not all of the
space is being used.
Scott Gendell, president and CEO
of Terraco, said the real estate firm
is currently under contract with
Discount Mega Mall, and they are
proposing the idea of a new “mega-center” called Logan’s Crossing.
Terraco is in its due diligence
period with Discount Mega Mall,
which is a comprehensive appraisal
to evaluate the assets, liabilities and
commercial potential for the space.
They began the entire proposal and
idea process in June.
“We’re going through an analysis
of whether or not this property is
feasible for our property intended,”
Gendell said.
The mall has been proposed as
a total ground-up redevelopment.
This means comprehensive planning is needed.

“It will become the epicenter of
Logan Square,” Gendell said.
Logan Square does not have
any large commercial grocery
stores. The closest store where
residents can buy groceries
is Target in Bucktown, a neighboring community of Logan Square,
which is approximately a 25-minute walk from Mega Mall.
“It’d be really nice to have a grocery store not too far away,” said

Noah Kittelson, a Logan Square
resident. “Target [is] nice, but it’s
a big kind of chain. You really can’t
have too many grocery stores.”
The redevelopment of Logan
Square is a recurring theme this
year, as many real estate companies are proposing ideas to better
the neighborhood, such as the controversial redevelopment of the
Milshire Hotel, 2525 N. Milwaukee
Ave., the renovation of the Damen

and California Blue Line stops and
the addition of an apartment complex located across from the post
office on California and Milwaukee.
“There’s definitely a lot of new
things coming in, which is really nice,” Kittelson said. “There is
some updating that needs to happen to certain areas.”
Some residents are excited to see
whether plans follow through, but
a large number of residents are op-
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Discount Mega Mall will be renovated to provide the Logan Square residents with a new apartment complex, grocery store and fitness center, Gendell said.

create
a career
in less
than a
year

posed to the new projects because
they do not want to see any change.
“There [are] a lot of local things
that were here before, and you
wouldn’t want to see them all
squashed out,” said Michael McGovern, a Logan Square resident.
A town hall meeting held Aug.
27 gave citizens the opportunity to
vote on a residential development
in the works.
The number of people that
showed up to vote against the new
apartment complex was so large,
it was forced to relocate from its
usual location to Haas Park Field
House gymnasium, according to
Logan No to SRO.
“It’s like that facile gentrification
that you see everywhere,” McGovern said. “I guess it’s like capitalism in redevelopment. It would be
really sad [to demolish Discount
Mega Mall]. The idea of organizing more things into these mega-complexes is against the ethos of
this neighborhood.”
Terraco said Logan Crossing’s development ideas are still
very preliminary, and a finalized
plan will not be seen for a couple
of years from now; however, the
mall is planned to span out from
2464 N. Milwaukee Ave. to 2534
N. Milwaukee Ave.
“A process like this takes a year
for zoning and another year for construction,” Gendell said.
aruffino@chroniclemail.com
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Members of the Chicago organization ONE Northside, a mixed-income, multi-ethnic, community organization, delivered a letter to the United States Attorney’s Office at 219 S. Dearborn St. on Aug. 25. The organization called for an end to police violence and
justice for the killing of Michael
Brown
STin. Ferguson, Missouri, on Aug. 9. The organization hopes to increase the number of Chicago police officers enrolled in crisis intervention training, according to an Aug. 25 press release.
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Tickets to nowhere

A 35-year-old man bought two tickets to the
Tom Petty concert at the United Center, 1901
W. Madison St., off Craigslist Aug. 23 from a
man whom he met with outside of Starbucks,
42 W. Harrison St. The man paid $150 for the
tickets only to discover they were fraudulent. He filed a report with police after the
tickets were rejected, but the whereabouts of
the scammer were unknown as of press time.

One-night scam

Two 20-year-old women discovered multiple items missing from their apartment on
the 400 block of East 9th street, including
an iPhone, MacBook laptop and more than
$500 of rent money. Their third roommate
had allowed an unknown man into the apartment who allegedly stole their belongings.
When questioned by officers, the roommate
admitted she had a guest.
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A 19-year-old woman and her friend were
approached on the 1100 block of South
Michigan Avenue by two men in their late
20s. One grabbed both the woman and her
friend, ripped the phone from her hand and
ran south. The other took $29 from her other
hand and fled. As of press time, both men’s
whereabouts were unknown.
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A 32-year-old woman entered the Chicago
Transit Authority emergency gate at the
Harrison Red Line stop, 608 S. State St., to
avoid paying fare, and was stopped by an officer before boarding the train. Responding
officers attempted to handcuff the woman,
who began wildly swinging her arms. She
was brought to the station for processing.
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